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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT. ber, 1836; in my letter of 6th of February last, in 
—~ auswer to a call of the House of Representatives for 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. information as to the progress made with regard to 

Navy DepartMENT, Feb. 5, 1838. | the exploring expedition; (Doc. No. 13%;) in my let- 

Sin: In obedience to a resolution of the House ‘er of the 12th of October last, in answer to a call of 
of Representatives of the 7th of December last, call- | the House of Representatives in relation to the de- 
ing for the causes which have delayed the outfit and ‘eon of the sailing of the exploring squadron ; 
preparation of the South sea surveying and exploring | f Joc. No. 503) and in my last annual report of the 
expedition, required by the act of Congress of May, | 24 of December last. To these documents I beg 
1836, making appropriations for the naval service ;| leave to refer, as explanatory of the present report. 
and copies of all letters, documents, and communica- |! Will now attempt to state the leading facts con- 
tions which have passed between the Secretary of tied in those documents, with such remarks and 
the Navy, the Commissioners of the Navy Board, |@ditional information as the present resolution 








the officers appointed to the chief command, and of | seems to require. 
all other officers or persons, relative to all matters} [In the act of the bith of May, 1836, making ap- 


connected with the preparation, outfit, and sailing of 


<a . 4 : , 
‘propriationus for the naval service, it was provided 


the said expedition, and the causes which now de- | that the President of the United States be authorized 


lay its sailing; I beg leave to state that, in my re- 


| to send out a surveying and exploring expedition to 


port of the 2d December last, I gave a brief detail of |the Pacific ocean and South seas; and, for that pur- 


the circumstances which had caused the delay of the | pose, to employ a sloop of war, and to purchase or 
sailing of this expedition up to thattime, when I be-| provide such other smaller vessels ag might be pro- 
lieved that it was about to leave our coast. The per and necessary to render such expedition efficient 


vessels of the squadron were at the harbor of New |and useful; for which the sum of one hundred and 


York nearly ready for sea: the scientific corps had {fifty thousand dollars was appropriated: and, in ad- 
been directed to report to the cotnmander, and had | dition thereto, if necessary, the President was au- 
done so and were ready to embark. My sailing in-| thorized to use other means in the control of the Na- 
structions were given as early asthe 10th of Novem-| vy Department, not exceeding one hundred and fifty 
ber; the seamen, ordinary seamen, marines, and | thousand dollars, for the objects required. 


boys, had re-entered, and received their bounty, in| 
whole, or in part, tothe amount of three imonths’; 
pay ; when, on being permitted to go on shore, they | 
deserted, to the number of one hundred and fifty} 
five; and Commodvre Jones, harassed with the 
trouble and labor of preparing his vessels for sea, 
fuund his health se entirely destroyed that he could 
not, either in justice to himself, or to the country, 
longer continue in command of the squadron. He 
transmitted the copy of a letter from Dr. B. Ticknor, 
fleet surgeon of the expedition, datea at New York, 
November 30, 1837, stating that the coimmodore’s 
health had been in a bad state for some time ; that, 
from the violent cough nuder which he was suffer- 
ing, from the bloody expectoration and soreness in 
the chest, it was evident that the lungs were dis- 
eased to such a degree as to demand serivus atten- 
tion ; and that, considering bis p1edisposition to pul- 
monary «sease, and the unfavorable influence of the 
climate of that place upon such predisposition, it was 
his opinion that a change of climate was the only 
measure from which the desired benefit could be 
obtained. He, therefore, strongly advised the com- 
modore to leave that cliinmate, and go to his residence 
in Virginia as soon as the state of hishealth and the 
weather would permit. 

Under these circumstances, the commodore’s re- 
quest to be relieved from the command of the squad- 
ron was iminediately granted; although this mea- 
sure could not fail to be attended with the most em- 
barrassing circumstances, as it respected the sailing 
of the squadron. Great difficulty was apprehended 


It is evident that a sloop of war, a brig, and a 
schooner, was as darge a force as it was the inten- 
tion of Congress to employ on thisexpedition. Had 
this plan been adopted, the expedition, with a small 
scientific corps, and such instruments atid books as 
were to be precured in the country, might have 
sailed before the meeting of Congress of that year; 
although this would have interfered with other 
branches of the naval service, then requiring the ime 
mediate aficution ef the Navy Department. 


Captain Thomas ap Catesby Jones was selected 
as the commander of the expedition. The confi- 
dence placed in this officer, which led to his appoint. 
ment to this important trast, induced the President 
to rely upon his opinion as to the proper force to be 
employed. 

He was of the opinion. that one frigate of the se- 
cond class, one store-ship, two barques or brigs, and 
one schooner, were indispensably neceesary to the 
success of the enterprise. In accordance with which 
Opinion, measures were taken fur preparing the ves- 
sels, and fitting out the expedition. The frigate 
Macedonian, and store-ship Relief were upon the 
Stocks at the time this measure was adopted, and 
were ordered to be finished without delay, and the 
three other vessels were ordered to be built—the 
whole under the immediate superintendence of Comm 
modore Jones, who was authorized to visit, as often 
as he should think proper, the different navy yards 
of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, for the pur- 
pose of giving such directions and instructions as he 





in finding a successor to Cointmodore Jones, able and 
willing to take command of the squad: on, asithad been 
organized, or to re-model the same. All these diffi- 
culties have been fully realized. The command has 
been offered to three distinguished officers, who 
have declined it; a fourth has been ordered, who 


might deem necessary. 
| As this great natioual enterprise would cost more 
| for its outfit than the whole sum appropriated for 


| the expédition, it was evident that it could not leave 
| our coast until further appropriations should be made. 


| This afforded an opportunity of sending to Europe 


will not be permitted to decline ; under Whom the 'for books and instraments for the scientific corps to 
squadron will be organized on a reduced scale, and be aitached to the squadron; and rendered It proper 
throuzh whoze azency there is a fair prospect of | to increase the proposed number of such corps, so 
realizing the important objects of theexpedition. | as to bear a just proportion to the scale of the expe- 
I have endeavored to lay before Congress the im- dition. 2 
portant facts connected with the fitting ont of this! Lieut. Wilkes, of the navy, was sent to Europe, 
expedition in my annual report of the 3d of Decem- with ample funds, to procure the necessary books 
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and instruments, and embarked at New York on the | 
Sth of August, 1536. 

As at this time it was necessary to fit outa squadron | 
for the Pacific, another for the coast ef Brazil, and! 
to add to our squadron in the West Indies, it was 
evident that great difficulty would take place in re- 
cruiting seamen for the exploring expedition. This 
difficulty was fully understood and sate’; but Coin- 
modore Jones gave assurance that, should he be au- 
thorized to recruit seamen for this particular service, 
under his own superintendence, and with the aid of 
such officers as he should designate, he would havea 
sufficient number of seamen recruited before the 
ships of the squadron could be prepared. 

This proposition was assented to, although this 
mode of recruiting was considered extremely detri- 
mental to the service. This mneasure, as Was appre- 
hended. made it necessary to adopt the saine mode | 
of recruiting for the B azilian and Pacilic squadrons, | 
all interfering with each other; and the consequence | 
was, that on the Ist of February last, no more than | 
two hundred and forty-eight seamen, ordinary sea- 
men, and boys, had been recruited for the expedition 
—more than enough, it is true, for the expedition | 
intended by Congress, but not half enough for the, 
squadron of Commodore Jones, which required, 
crews, officers included, amounting to six hundred 
and three men, exclusive of the scientific corps. | 

At the different navy yards every effort was made_ 
to complete, agreeably to the suggestions and in- | 
structions of Commodore Jones, the vessels of this! 
squadron, to wit: the frigate Macedonian, the store-| 
ship Relief, of 460 tons, the barques Pioneer and. 
Consort, of 230 tons each, and the schooner Pilot, of | 
ll4 tons. The Relief was launched on the Mth of) 
September, 1836; the Pioneer on the 26th, and the | 
Cunsort on the 29th of October; the Pilot about the 
same time, and the frigate Macedonian on the Ist of 
November. The barques and schooner, with the | 
store-ship, were equipped and sent round to Norfolk, | 
from which harbor they might sail at any seasun of, 
the year. “te 

‘Before this time, a difficulty had occurred as to 
the appointment of two officers to the command of | 
two of the smaller vessels, which, although it occa- | 


| 


—— ee 


ee Se 
him; and he was left to answer the allegations 





|} Which had been made against him. 


i proposed to order Lieutenant W ilkesto the com- 
mand of the schooner, from a belief that his know- 
ledge in mathematics and astronomy would bg of 
gieat service to the expedition; with a view to 
which he had been selected to go to Europe for in- 
struments and books, as hefore stated. To him, al- 
so, Commodore Jones objected in a written commu- 
nication. His objections appeared to me not to be 
well founded. I, however, did not order either of 
these officers, but reserved the subject for the con- 
sideration of the President, who was then absent 


'from the seat of Government. On his return, it was 


laid before him, and he decided in favor of ordering 
those officers, as | had proposed. As, however, the 


correspondence between Lieut. Slidell and Commo- 
dore Jones was such a3 to leave no hope that there 


could be any harmony of action between them, 
which might be attended with consequences unfavo- 
rable to the success of the expedition; and as the 
objections made against Lieutenant Wilkea, who had 
not yet returned from Europe, were such as to leave 
no doubt in my mind that he would consider it an 
act of injustice, under the circumstances of the case, 
to be ordered in this service, came to the conclu- 
sion that, for the interest of the expedition, it was 
better that neither of them should be ordered. I in- 
formed Commodore Jones that they would not be or- 
dered, and requested him to naime the officers he 
wished, 

After this, I made no further attempts to secure 
for this expeditihn the services of officers of science; 
and from that time there has been a great reluctance 
on the part of officers to serve in the expedition, as 
is evident from the great number ordered, who, up- 
on their earnest solicitation, have been excused; a 
list of whom is annexed to this report. 

Svon after this, (on the 44h of December,) Con- 
gress met. At this time Lieutenant Wilkes had not 
returned to the United States with the instruments 
and books, although daily expected. The necessary 
recruits. of seamen had not been obtained, and the 
appropriation of three hundred thousand dollars was 
nearly exhausted. The squadron could not sail upon 





sioned no delay in the sailing of the squadron, had the extensive scale adopted until further appropria- 
an unfavorable effect upon the preparations for the | tions should be made; and these were not made un- 


expedition. 

It was my wish to employ such officers of the na- 
vy a3 were distinguished for science, in this expedi- 
tion, as far as this could conveniently be done; and 
to employ buta small number of scientific gentle- 
men not belonging to the navy. Upon such an ar- 
rangement I believed the ultimate success of the 
expedition was to depend, an: have not ch: nged that 
opicion. 

Lieutenant Slidell, distinguished for his scientific 
attainments and elegant literature, seemed particu- 
larly well qualified to take a piace in the expedition ; 
I, therefore, proposed to order him to the command 
of one of the smaller vessels of the squadron, and to 
charge him with the duty of writing a history of the 
voyage. 

To this Commodore Jones, after taking time for 
inquiry and consideration, objected in a written com- 
munication. This I received and considered; for 
the rule [ had adopted as to this expedition was, not 
only to permit Commodore Jones to select his offi- 
cers, such as commanders of squadrons are usually 
permitted to select, but of those to be selected by 
this Department, not to appoint any against whom 
he might have well-founded objections; and such 
were the instructions (o me from the President. 

The objections to Lieut. Slidell appeared to me 
not only unfounded, but unjust to the professional 
character and standing of that officer. As he re- 
quested a copy of those objections, which were made 
a matter of record in this Department, it was, with 
the assent of Commodore Jones, communicated te 


itil the 3d of March last. In the mean time it was 
| not considered certain that Congress would, by their 
|appropriations, authorize the sending out a larger 
squadron than they intended by the act of May, 1836. 
In my annual report of the 3d of December, 1836, 
‘I submitted estimates of appropriations required for 
the expedition, to consist of one frigate, one store- 
ship, two barques, and one schooner ; and on the 6th 
of February last, I made, as before stated, a report 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives, inrelation to the progress made in fitting out 
jthe exploring expedition, in which these estimates 
were fully explained. e 

By these reports it appears that the appropriation 
of three hunded thousand dollars had been expended, 
and that the annual expense for the five vessels of 
the squadron, with pay and provisions for the scien- 
| tific corps, would amount to $346,431, which, for 
three years, the proposed duration of the cruise, 
wouldamount to $1,039,293. 

Although the appropriation for the payment of the 
scientific corps had not been made, yet their ap- 
pointment was urged on the ground that it was im- 
portant to the gentlemen to be selected, to know it 
| as long beforehand as possible, to enable thei to ar- 
range their business for an absence of three years; 

and on the 28th of December, 1836, the larger part 
of then were appointed, on liberal salaries, to com- 
inence when their services should be reqnired ; upon 
which condition, they accepted their appointment. 

On the 30th of March last, Lieutenant Tattnall re- 
turned from a cruise to the coast of Mexico, which 
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he had male as commander of the Pioneers; and he 
reported so unfavorably of the sailing of this vessel, 
that it was deemed proper that her condition should 
be fully examined into, as weil as that of the brig 
Consort and Pilot, which. in point of sailing, had not 
been considered equal to the Pioneer. 

The necessary arrangements for such an examina- 
tion were made; and on the lth of April, Com- 
modore Jones was inforined that the Coimmission- 
ers of the Navy, with the chief naval constructor, 
and the naval architect at Norfolk, were ready to 
proceed to the performance of this duty; and he 
was requested to join them, which he did. 

On the 26th of that month, at his own suggestion, 
he was instructed to make an experimental cruise 


with the Relief, Pioneer, Consort, and Pilot, for the | 


purpose of waking a full trial of their sailing quali- 
ties, and was directed to return to Norfolk in twen- 
ty days after sailing. On his return from this 
cruise, he reported favoratly of the sailing of these 
vessels; but, in other respects, his report might. be 
considered as unfavorable, inasmuch as he recom- 
mended that the barques and schooner should go in- 
to dry dock for the purpose of examination, and such 
alterations as a board of officers appointed for that 
purpose should recommend. This could not fail to 
add to the delay which had already taken place, as 
the ship of the line Delaware was then in dock, and 
and could not be imme.iately removed. 

Lieutenant Tattnall, after this experimental cruise, 
still entertained the most unfavorable opinion of the 
sailing qualities of these vessels, and asked to be re- 
lieved from the command of the Pioneer. 

As soon as the Delaware could be removed, Com- 
modore Warrington, on the 39th of May, was direct- 
ed to prepare the Pioneer, Consort, and Pilot, for 
going into dock. On the Sth of June, a board of 
five officers (Commodores Chauncey, Morris, War- 
rington, Patterson, and Wadsworth) was ordered to 
make an examination of the condition of those ves- 
sels; which seemed the more necessary, inasmpch 
as Commodore Jones had demanded another schoon- 
erto be added to his squadron, without which he 
could not consider the expediiion complete or effi- 
cient. 

The board was instructed to enquire whether the 
squadron might not be reduced in number of ves- 
sels and men, with advantage to the country, and 
without prejudice to the sticcess of the expedition. 

This inquiry was rendered proper in consequence 
of the great difficulty of procuring the necessary 
funds during the suspension of specie payments, 
which had not been foreseen whew the last appro- 
priations were made, and becanse it would be in ac- 
cordance with the original intentions of Congress in 
fitting out the expedition. Jt was thonght that. 
should a part of the vessels be found unfit for this 
service, it would be better that the squadron should 
sail with a reduced force, than suffer the delay of 
preparing other vessels. On the 7th of June, Com- 
modore Jones reported that the requisite number of 
seamen had been recruited. 

On the [2th of July the board reported thet the 
occupation of the dock at Gosport, and the employ- 
ment ofsoime of the members of the board, prevent- 
eda meeting until the 30th June; that the barques 
and schooner were put into dock and examined ; and 
certain alterations recommended, which could soon 
be completed, by which the vessels might be made 
to answer the ptrpose propose! sufficiently well to 
justify their employment. 

The board say that had they been called upon, 
before any preparations had been made, to state the 
number and character of the vessels which, in their 
Opinion, would be best calculated to secure the at- 
tainment of the proposed objects, they certainly 
would not have recommended those which have 
been prepared. 

They were of opinion that a smaller number of 
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veasels woull have answered the purpose; yet, 
froin a consideration of the expense incurred, the 
lime spentin preparing the force, and other cireums 
stances, which they enumerate, and as the officer 
selected to command the expedition was satished 
with the vessels, they came to the conclusion that 
no reduction could be made in their amount at this 
late period, without prejudice to the success of 
the expedition. They, however, recommended a 
reduction of the number of officers and men to about 
five hundred, exclusive of the scientific corps. To 
this reduction Commodore Jones strenuously object- 
}ed, and he was permitted to retain his full force of 
| 603 officers and inen. 

The alterations recommended in the vessels were 
made with all the despatch that the means at the dis- 
posal of Commodore Warrington would permit. 
| But, before they could be completed, Commodore 
Jones discovered that the cooking-galleys, which 
/had been ordered to be put on board his vessels, by 
| his direction, for burning anthracite cov), would not 
| answer the purpose proposed ; and, on the Ist of Au- 
iguat, he requested that new galleys should be fur- 
| nished, to be substituted for those found to be use- 
‘less. This was a new cause of delay. Orders were 
‘immediately given for constructing the new galleys 
| wanted. They were made without delay at the na- 
ivy yard at Washington, under the direction of Com- 
|mnodore Pafterson, and the last of them sent to Nor- 
‘folk on the Gth of October. 
| As I believed the schooner Pilot, notwithstanding 

the alterations made in her, could not be safely em- 
| ployed in the expedition, I gave Commodore Jones 
‘the privilege of purchasing another schooner, to be 
|substituted for this. In consequence of which, on 
the Sth of September, he purchased the schooner 
‘Clara, now called the Active, for eight thousand dol- 
lars; upon which he was authorized to put such re- 
Pairs and improvements as he might think necessary, 
at the navy yard at New York; and which he has 
‘done at a much greater expense than the original 
cost of the vessel. 

| On the 26th of September, I had issued orders to 
Commodore Jones to proceed with his squadron 
‘from Nortolk to New York, so soon as the vessels 
could be prepared for removal. Ie sailed from Nor- 
folk on the 12th of October, and arrived four days 
afterwards at New York, 

| Before leaving Norfolk, Commodore Jones issued 
;a general order, which gives a.most flattering ac- 
‘count of the condition of the squadron, leaving no 
| doubt that the expedition would be under sail, ina 
‘few days, for the southern hemisphere. 

The reasons alleged by Commodore Jones for 
wishing to remove the squadron to New York, were, 
ithat the stores might be completed, and such appa- 
'ratus procured for heating the vessels as might be 








necessary. for the health and comfort of crews in high 


latitudes; all which, it was believed, could be cam- 
| pleted ina few days. 
Wishing to hasten the departure of the squadron, 
I instructed the gentlemen of the scientific corps ta 
report to Commodore Jones without delay, althoug>, 
he had not informed me that the vessels were ret, 
for their reception ; but I inferred this from th,e pe. 
neral order, and it was important that the*» hooks 
instruments. and furniture, should be arranged while 
the preparations of the vessels were ®*.vancing. Al- 
though the gentlemen of the scieytife corps could 
not, with propriety, be instructed to report ta the 
commander of the expedition. before the vessels were 
in asituation to receive then, yet they were. pnt up- 
on pay from the 4th of July last, amd were on 
duty in preparing books, instruments, and materials, 
necessary for their labors on the expedition. Fear- 
ing that thee might be some difficulty as to the ac- 
comme’ ations for this corps, and. the various arti- 
icles they might think it Aecessary to carry with 
thei, I requested Cotamodore Jones, if his conve. 
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nience would permit, to meet a large portion of 
them assembled in Philadelphia, for the purpose of 
having with them a free conference and pertect uv- 
derstanding as to these points. ‘This meeting took 
place in July, and such arrangements were made, as | 
I understood, to be perfectly satisfactory to Commo- | 
dore Jones, and to the gentlemen of the scientific | 
corps. 

The arrangement, however, seems to have had no| 
beneficial effect ; for the instruments, books, furni-. 
ture, and articles of various kinds, required by these | 
gentlemen for the expedition, are greater in buik than | 
can be provided for in all the ships in the squadron. | 

To prevent a loss of time, I authorized several | 
gentlemen of this corps to purchase such books, in- | 
struments, and materials as were necessary, and for | 
which previous requisitions could not conveniently | 
be made; and fora like reasun, I placed five thou- | 
sand dollars in the hands of Commodore Jones, to be | 
disposed of for such articles as he might think neces- | 
sary ; and twelve thousand dollars were lodged with 
his purser, subject to his drafts, for a like purpose. 
These were variations from the regulations govern- 
ing expenditures of the navy, but appeared to me to 
be justified by the circumstances of the case. On the 
8d of November Commodore Jones was informed 
that the chronometers for the squadron were ready | 
for delivery at the depot at Washington, and he was | 
requested to send two competent officers to take | 
charge of them; and on the 16th of the month, | 
twenty-five chronometers, in good order, were de- 
livered to the officers sent for them. 

On the 10th of November my sailing instructions 
had been sent to Commodore Jones, to be carried 
into effect as soon as his vessels should, in all res- 
pects, be ready for sea. 

At this time I was not aware of the extent of 
work to be done upon the vessels after their arrival 
at New York, which required more than two months 
to complete. 

This was an unexpected cause of delay. I had 
given instructions for re-entering the seamen, lands- 
men, and boys for this expedition, and to give them 
a bounty equal to three months’ pay; which was 
oe to them, in whole or in part, about the first of 

ovember; soon after which, one hundred and fif- 
ty-five of them, who had liberty to go on shore, de- 
serted. 

This was an unexpected and extremely embarrass- 
ing cause of delay ; but the most serious cause of de- 
lay is, the withdrawal of Commodore Jones from the 
command of the squadron when it was so nearly 
prepared for sea. 

It was apprehended that there would bea great 
difficulty in finding an officer able anc willing to 
take command of thi3 squadron, in the condition in 
which it had been left by Commodore Jones. It was | 
——- to Captain Shubrick to take the command, 

ut he objected to the frigate, as too large a vessel 
for this service, ard the brigs Pioneer and Consort, 
as altogether unfit for it; and not being satisfied 
with the number of vessels, or the organization of 
the squadron, he declined the command. The great 
confidence placed in this officer seemed to require 
that the validity of his opinions should be fully ex- 
amined. 

A board, consisting of Commodore Hull, Commo- 
dore Biddle, and Commander Aulick, was appointed 
by a letter of the 12th of December, stating that 
doubts having been entertained, both with regard to 
the fitness of some of the vessels of the exploring 
squadron, for the service on which they were to be 
employed, and to the extent of force, number, and 
size of the vessels, the whole subject was referred to 
a board of experienced officers, in June last, to con- 
sider and report upon the same ; that, after personal 








examination, and careful investigation, the board re- 
ported that, if the matter had been submitted to them 
originally, they would not have recommended either 


the extent, size, or composition of the force of the 
vessels to be eumployed ; but that, taking into con- 
sideration the delay that would attend a change in 
these particulars, at that period, and that the com- 
manding officer was satisied withgthe number, size, 


,and qualities of the vessels, they recommended no 


change of the vessels, but certain alterations in a part 
of them, which could soon be made: that the with- 
drawal of one commander, and the appointment of 
another, to this expedition, must necessarily be at- 
tended with some delay ; and presented the case re- 
ferred to the board in June last, under circumstances 
differing from those on which their Fepert was 
grounded ; that the President had, in consequence, 
determined to avail himself of the aid of the profes- 
sional advice of the board now appointed, as to the 
number, size, and equipments of the vessels best 
calculated to succeed in surveying and exploring 
operations among the islands of the south Pacific 
ocean, and in high latitudes of the South seas; and 
as to the best means of fitting out the same: for the 
consideration of which subjects, they were required 
to meet at Washington, which they did on the 19th 
of December. Qn the 25th of that month they re- 
ported that, to carry into effect the expedition au- 
thorized by the act of Congress of the 14th of May, 
1836, there will be required, in their opinion, four 
vessels, ** First: a sloop of war of the second class. 
To fit a sloop of war tor this service, it is recom- 
mended that her rigging, spars, and sails be reduced ; 
that, in place of her regular armament, there be sub- 
stituted an armament of lighter calibre, and fewer in 
number; and that the established complement of of- 
ficers and men be diminished, 30 that the whole num- 
ber on board shall be about one hundred and thirty. 
As it may be presumed that the commander of the 
expedition, in the event of a war during its absence, 
will be instructed to abstain from all acts of hostility, 
the military equipments, in the opinion of the board, 
need not exceed the wants of a vessel employed 
among the islands of the Pacific. Second: Two 
ships or harques, of 300 or 350 tons each, of substan- 
tial construction, to mount six light guns, to have 
sixty or seventy men each, including officers ; the 
spars and sails of both vessels tu be of equal dimen- 
sions, so as to servealike foreitherofthem. Third: 
A store ship of about 450 tons, mountirg fvur light 
guns, and having fifty or sixty men, officers included. 
For surveying purposes among the islands, it is re- 
commended that the frames and other materials for 
one or two decked boats, of fifteen or twenty tons, 
to be put together when wanted, be furnished to the 
expedition.” 


The reduction and alteration of the squadron re- 
commended by this board being approved, the com- 
mand of the expedition was offered to Captain Kear- 
ny, who examined the condition of the squadron at 
New York. He was not satisfied with the arrange- 
ments proposed, and declined the command. 


It was then offered to Captain Perry, who, from 
the Ssituation of his private concerns, felt compelled 
to decline the comimand, which, under other circum- 
stances, he would gladly have accepted. 


Captain Gregory has now been ordered to the com- 
mand, and it is confidently hoped that the squadron 
may sail in a short time, upon the reduced scale re- 
commended by the late board. Some weeks, how- 
ever,will be required to enable the new commander 
to re-organize the squadron, and to fit it for service. 
To send him off without affording him the opportu- 
nity of doing this, would be as unjust to him, as haz- 
ardous to the success of the expedition. 


As the vessels, with their crews, had remained a 
long time unemployed in the harbor of New York, 
it was deemed proper to send out a part of them, 
(the two brigs and schooner) upon a short experi- 


| mental cruise, charged with the duty of affording re- 


lief, under a late act of Congress, to vessels in dis- 
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tress approaching our coast, and which will not re- 
tard the sailing of the squadron. 

It is believed there can be no impropriety in order- 
ing the seainen engaged for the South sea exploring 
expedition upon this experimental cruise, and of re- 
quiring of them, while upon the same, the duties 
proposed ; although a condition of their re-entering 
for this expedition was, that they should not be 
“subject to be transferred to the general or any other 
branch of the naval service of the United States,” 
a condition that, in ifs consequences, may be found 
to be very inconvenient. 

The changing of the plan ofa small expedition, 
intended by Congress, to that of the very large one 
adopted, will account for all the delay that took 
place until the next meeting of Congress. ‘The dif- 
ficulty of recruiting seamen, and the want of in- 
creased appropriations for the extended plan of the 
expedition till the 3d of March last, will account for 
the delay until that time. The unfortunate condi- 
tion of the vessels built expressly for the expedition ; 
the time necessarily spent in examining and altering 
them; the introduction of a new kind of cooking 
galleys for burning anthracite coal, which were found 
not to answer the purpose proposed, even if anthra- 
cite coal had been a fuel easily procured in the 
southern regions, to be visited by the exploring 
squadron; the time necessary for constructing new 
galleys, after they were required in August last; the 
removal of the squadron to New York; the deser- 
tion of the portion of the crews; the ill-health, and 
consequent relief of Commodere Jones from the 
command of the squadron ; and the fact that the ves- 
sels, after their arrival at New York, required pre- 
parations that could not be completed before the 20th 
of December last, will account for the delay until 
that time. The difficulty of finding anew com- 
mander, and of re-organizing the expedition, has 
caused the delay since, and must necessarily cause a 
further delay for a few weeks. 

The extraordinary character of the service on this 
expedition, differing essentially from the duties usu- 
ally required of the navy, and the preparations for 
the squadron, so different from those usually re- 
quired for squadrons on foreign stations, and the 
power given to Commodore Jones to superintend the 
preparation of these vessels, have rendered a de- 
parture, in some instances, necessary from the re- 
gulations of the navy ; and the opinions of Commo- 
dore Jones, and some of the officers acting under 
him, as to the observance of regulations deemed ne- 
cessary by this Department and the Navy Board, 
have been attended with great inconvenience, as 
will appear by the correspondence called for by this 
resolution ; copies of which will be transmitted, as 
svon as the same can be prepared, to be annexed to 
this report. 

I regret that these copies have not been complet- 
ed; but from their great extent, and the mass of bu- 
siness pressing upon the clerks of the Department, 
this has been impossible, without omitting to per- 
form the daily and indispensable business of this of- 
fice. The copying will be urged with as much des- 
patch as possible ; extra clerks have been employed 
for the purpose ; but some weeks must necessarily 
elapse before the whole can be completed. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
MAHLON DICKERSON. 
To the PresipenrT of the United States. 


| 








SELECTED POETRY. 





From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 
THE STORMY PETREL. 
This is the bird that sweeps o’er the sea 
Fearless and rapid and strong is he ; 
He never forsakes the billowy roar, 











To dwell in calm on the tranquil shore, 
Save when his mate, from the temyest’s shocks, 
Protects her young in the splintered rocks. ~ 


Birds of the sea, they rejoice in storms; 

On the top of the wave, you may see their forms: 
They run and dive, and they whirl and fly, 
Where the glittering foam-spray breaks on high ; 
And against the force of the strongest gale, 

Like phavtom-ships they soar and sail. 


All over the ocean, far from land, 

When the storm-king rises dark and grand, 
The mariner sees the petrel meet 

The fathomless wave with steady feet, 
And a tireless wing and a dauntless breast, 
Without a home or a hope of rest 


So, *mid the contest and toil of life, 

My soul! when the billows of rage and strife 
Are tossing high, and the heavenly blue 

Is shrouded by vapors of sombre hue— 

Like the petrel wheeling o’er foam and spray, 
Onward and upward pursue thy way ! 








MISCELLANY. 


from the Toronto, U. C. Patriot. 
CORRESPONDENCE, 
BETWEEN MAJOR GEN. SCOTT AND COL. MACNAB, 


Relative to the Brilish armed vessels having anchored 
in the Niagara river, for the purpose of firing into 
the steamboat Barcelona. 

Heap Quarters, CHIPPEWA, 
20th January, 1838. 

Str—I have the honor to enclose, for the informa, 
tion of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, the 
copy of the letter which I addressed to General Scott, 
remarking upon a correspondence between that of- 
ficer and Captain Drew, of the Royal Navy, together 
with the verbal reply of General Scott, as detailed in 
the enclosed report of Lieutenant Coionel Bethune to 
ine. ‘This officer having been charged with my des- 
patch to General Scott, I take the opportunity of ac- 
knowledging his services since he volunteered to ace 
company me while on this command. 

I beg also to enclose the deposition made by a per- 
son of the name of Conklin, who was a prisoner among 
the rebels at Navy Island, showing the manner in 
which the officer in command of the United States 
forces upon Grand Island, has preserved the neutrality 
of his Government in relation to the late disturbances 
upon this frontier, 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
ALLEN N. MACNAB, 
Col. Com. Militia and Naval Brigade. 
Lieut. Colonel STRACHAN, 
Military Secretary. 

To the commanding officer of the armed British ves- 

sels in the Niagara. 


Heap QuaRTERS ARMY, EAsTERN Division, 
Two miles below Black Rock, 
January 15, 1838. 


Str—With his Excellency the Governor of New 
York, who has troops at hand, we are here to enforce 
the neutrality of the United States, and to protect our 
own soil and waters from violation. 

The proper civil officers are also present to arrest, if 
practicable, the leaders of the expedition on foot 
against Upper Canada. 

Under these circumstances it gives me pain to see 
the armed vessels mentioned anchored in our waters 
with the probable intention to fire upon that expe- 
dition moving within the same waters. Unless that 
expedition shall first attack, in which case we shall 
interfere, we shall be obliged to consider a discharge of 
shot or shells from or into our waters, from the armed 
schooners of her Majesty, as an act seriously com- 
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promitting the neutrality of the two nations. I hope’ 
therefore that no such unpleasant incident may occur. | 
i y | 

i remain, sir, respectfully, 

Your iwost obedieut, 


WINFIELD SCOTT. 


aft 


ly in the centre of the stream. My opinion is that 
they have that right, and hed it not been for an un- 
fortunate tmisapprehension of the otdes given by 





|Captain Drew to the officers im coinmand of the 
| schooners, that right would most assuredly have been 


ex | exercised. 


Heap Quarters, Cutprewa, | The second paragraph of your letter appears to me 


16th January, 1338. 

Str—I have had the honor to receive your leiter 
of the 15th inst., in which you state “it gives you 
pain to perceive the arined vessels of her Majesty 
anchored in your waters, with the probable intention 
to fire upou that expedition moving within the sane 
waters.” 

The object I have in view is to prevent the rebels 
who have lately been in arins against Her Britannic 
Majesty upon Navy Island, and who have now taken 
shelter upon Grand Island, a territory of the United 
States, froin eilecting a landing in any part of the 
Province of Upper Canada; and for this purpose | 
have made such a disposition of the force under iny 
command as will most eifectually perform that ser- 
vice. 

With reference to the vessels of her Majesty being 
anchored in your waters, I have always understood 
that so long as Great Britain and the United States 
were at peace and amity, that the right of the full 
navigation of the river Niagara. belonged to each 
power; and if I have suffered an infringement upon 
any international law, I beg you will do ine the favor 
torefer me to it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
e ANDREW DREW, 
Commander in the Royal Navy, 
Commanding Naval Brigade. 
To General Scott, &c. &c. &c. 
Commanding the Forces of the United States, &c. 


Heap Quarters, CHIPPEWA, ; 
1S/hk January, 1333. 

Str—The correspondence which has taken place 
between you and Captain Drew of the Royal Navy, 
during my short absence from this frontier, where | 
have the honor of commanding Her Majesty’s Naval 
and Militia forces, having been laid before me by that 
officer, J beg to offer a few observations upon il. 

You state that you, with His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor of New York, are near Black Rock, with troops 
at hand, to enforce the neutrality of the United States, 
and to protect your own soil and waters from viola 
tion—that the proper civil authorities are also present 
to arrest, ‘* if practicable,” the leaders of ** expedilion”’ 
on foot against Upper Canada--that under those cir- 
cumstances it gives you ‘pain’ to perceive the armed 
vessels of Her Britannic Majesty anchored in your 
waters, with the probable intention to fire upon that 
‘expedition’ moving in the same waters; that unless 
that expedition shall first attack, in which case you 
will interfere, you will be obliged to consider a dis. 
charge of shot or shells ‘from or into’ your waters. 
from the armed schooners of Her Majesty, as an act 
seriously compromitting the neutrality of the two 
nations ; that you hope, therefore, that no such un- 

leasant incident may occur. 

With regard to your views of the right of the expe- 
dition referred to, to pass up the Niagara river near 
your shores, unmolested by the forces under my 
command, I beg to enter my most decided protest. 


|so much at variance with the neutrality which, in my 
| humble opinion, should be observed upon the present 
, occasion by officers of the United States, that I can- 
not retrain from making a remark or two upon it. 

I cannot understarid why it should give an officer 
of a neutral power ‘pain’ to observe an intention on 
our part to punish the actors in an ‘ expedition on foot’ 
against this Province. It appears to ne, that such an 
intention should rather give pleasure than pain to an 
officer situated as you ‘are, who really desired to see 
the rebellion against the constituted authorities of 
Upper Canada put down; more particularly as the 
inajority of the persons concerned in the hostile expe- 
dition were citizens of your own country, and were in 
fact in the situation of mere banditti. 

I regret to observe"an evident intention on the part 
ofthe authorities of the United States stationed on the 
Niagara frontier, to screen the guilty actors in this 
disgraceful outrage against the laws, as well of Great 
Britain asof the United States ; otherwise we should 
not hear those authorities speak of the ‘ practicability’ 
of arresting the leadezs of that expedition when so 
completely in their power, as those men are who 
lately occupied Navy Island. 

I had, on the 11th instant, the honor to address 
Commissary General Arcularius, or the Officer in 
cominand of the United States Militia forces, on the 


‘| Niagara frontier, upon the subject of an outrage com- 


initted by the Militia force of the United States, sta- 
tioned upor Grand Island, on Lieutenant Elmsley of 
the Royal Navy, and the boat’s crew under his com- 
inand, but I have not as yet received any answer to 
my communication upon this matter. I may now 
| briefly state, that the outrage complained of was firing 
upon Lieutenant Elinsley, by the Militia force alluded 
to, and directly under the American flag. 

I trust that yon will canse an investigation of this 
serious charge to be made—and I have the honor to 
request that the result of your enquiries into this mat- 
ter may be communicated to me with as little delay 
as possible. 

I beg also to refer you to the correspondence that 
took place on the 13th instant, between Colonel Ira 
Ayer, of the 48th Regimeni 47th Brigade of the New 
York Militia, in relation to certain complaints made 
by that officer to me: in order that the same may be 
laid before the proper authorities in the United States 
for investigation—as I have no desire to conceal from 
the world any part of my conduct, whilst in command 
of Her Majesty’s forces upon this frontier. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your most ob’t humble serv’t, 
A.N. MACNAB, 
Col. Com. Militia and Naval Forces, 
Niagara Frontier. 
To Major General Scort, 
United States Army, &c. &c. 





Heap QuARTERS, aes 
Friday night, Jan. 19, 1838 

Str—I have the honor to report to you, that I pro 

ceeded to Buffalo with your despatch to General Scott, 


The waters of the Niagara river for the purposes of | of the United States Army, where I had the honor of 


navigation, are, as Captain Drew has very properly 
said, common to the inhabitants of Great Britain and 
the United States, so long as these powers are at 
peace with each other; and that being the case, I 
cannot understand why the schooners under my com- 
mand, and anchored in the river, have not the right 
to capture and destroy any expedition on foot against 
Upper Canada, and moving upon the waters of that 
river, whether on the one side or the other, or exact- 


an interview with that officer this morning. 

After General Scott had perused the despatch, he 
desired me to inform Colonel MacNab that at a con- 
venient time he would answer his despatch in writing ; 
that at present he could only do so verbally. Gen- 
eral Scott then remarked, that it was evident Colonel 
MacNab was desirous of drawing him into a corres- 
gM for which he had no leisure at present, as 

is time was wholly occupied in endeavoring to pre- 
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serve the neutrality of the United States during the friendly boat. ‘That deponent remained a prisoner 
existing disturbances on our frontier; that Colonel upon Navy Island until the patriots evacuated it, 
MacNab might have leisure for maintaining such cor- | during which time be was kept in close confinement, 
respondence, but he (General Scott) had not—and in ahouse on the south front of the island, whieh 
that he had been so employed in maintaining the neu- | was open to the fire of the British guns, and that three 
trality of the United States, two oflicers of (he British | of their shot passed through the house whilst he was 
Army then in the house (American Hotel) could | confined there, 
testily. | SETH CONKLIN. 
I beg leave to remark, that General Scatt appeared Sworn before me at Chippewa, 2 
very — ee - perusing your a anid | this 18th day of Jan, 1838. § 
ile he made the above verbal communication. rig ae, 5 
vine I have the honor to be, sir, SAMUEL STREET, J. P. 
Your most obed’t humble serv’t, -— 
D. BETHUNE. AMERICAN ConsvLaTE, ? 
To Colonel, | Kingsion, Ja. Jun. 13, 1838. § 
The Hon. Atten N. MacNas, Stx:—I do myself the honor to acquaint you, for 
Commanding Militia and Naval Forces, the information of the friends of the ofiicers and men 
Niagara Frontier. of the United States Navy, and other persons having 
aa | correspondence with South America or the Pacific, 
District of Niagura, Seth Conklin, late of Syra- that in future letiers cannot be forwidtded by the Gov- 
to wit. Pe in the State of New York, | ernment vessels, as heretofore, unicss a postage of 
but now of Chippewa, in the Province of Upper) twenty-five cents be paid here on each single letter— 
Canada, miller, deposeth upon oath and saith, that he | the British Government having established a Packet 
went to Navy Island on Sunday the 7th of January tor the transmission of the mail, in lieu of the con- 
instant ; that he left the Island on the following morn- | veyance thereof by a man of war as formerly. Private 








ing; that he was taken up by a party of the Miiitia| vessels fiom this to Chagres seldom offer, and by 

of the State of New York, stationed on Grand [sland ;| these there is great uncertainty in the delivery of 

that he was accused by said militia of being a spy on, letters. 

Navy Island, when a sergent of said militiahelda{ J shall be much obliged by your giving this notice 
istol to deponent’s breast and threatened to shoot | jn the papers published in New York, Philadelphia, 
im, and at the same time five or six of his men seized | Norfolk, and Baltimore. With great respect, I have 

ar a ke png dragged age ha a boat, yea — | tie honor to be, Sir, your most ob’t serv’t. 

attempted to put him, for the purpose of taking hi: | ‘ 

over a the Fatriots upon Navy Island; that at the| W. " Saee cee ae 

earnest entreaty of deponent, he was taken back’to oe Sa . 

the commanding officer on Grand Island, Colonel Joun 8. Skinner, Esq. &c. Baltimore. 

Ayer, by whom he was questioned as to where he; === SSS 

had been, and why he had been, at the Island; that| LAW OF TILE UNITED STATES. 

Colonel Ayer then ordered him to be searched, upon | Moe 

which he claimed protection of Colonel. Ayer as an | [Pustic.—No. 4.] 

American Citizen: and Colonel Ayer said he should be N : painse a 
rotected, and gave hii in charge of a sergeant, who Al RCT pee be aren Aa No for om sup- 

con him a prisoner till after dark; that Major Chase, | eae 0 . ae ogg or the year eighteen 

of the Navy Island patriots, then came froin the island RRS O0e ey 

tusup with the United States militia officers, when| Be ttenacted by the Senate and House ef Represen- 

another Colonel of the United States militia, a tall nan, tatives of the United States of America in Congress as- 

with a dark coinplexion, told deponent that he must a Heda cere ye ences ora pabongse 9 shall be, 
return to the island ! that deponent again eet tes th entra wae eohieetae reamed arty rel 
this oGecer poche pe ae Seoeeee Seyace wat that | any expenses which have been, or may be, ineurred, in 
he replied ‘ You shall go iminediately, andif you hesi- | preventing or suppressing the hostilities of any Indians, 
tate we will force you.” He said further, that ifde- in the year eighteen handred and thirty-eight, to be 
ponent remained on Grand Island he woulc be shot, expended under the direction of the Sccretary of War, 
and if any disturbance occurred concerning him, he, eonformably to the acts of Congress of the nineteenth of 
the Colonel, would shoot him with his own hand.} Mareh aud the second of July, eighteen hundred and 

That when Major Chase, of the Navy Island patriots, , thirty-six, and of the aets therein referred to. 

demanded deponent, the last mentioned colonel said | Aprnovenb, January, 30, 1933. 

that he might take him; that deponent again claimed | ect 

protection as an American Citizen,when Major Chase [Pusirc.—No. 5.] 

said, if deponent was allowed to remain on Grand) aN ACT making an appropriation for the protection 

Island geen nce pg More en Aas ap, ted oe of the northern frontier of the United States. 

state of Navy Island; that upon this, filteen or twenty ‘ 

of the United States’ Militia declared that he shoufd | Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 


go,but that the sergeant who had him in charge wished | latives of the United States of America in Congress as- 


: : isembled, That the sum of six hundred and twenty-five 
that to satisfy General Van Rensselaer, he might be | thousand five bundred dollars shall be, and the same is 
sent to Buffalo jail, to which deponent consented; | hereby appropriated, out of any unappropriated moncy 
that the rest of the militia insisted upon his going to! in the Treasury, to defray any expenses which have 
Navy Island, and that he entreated of them not to send been or may be incurred in protecting the northern fron- 
him there, alleging that he would certainly be shot | tier of the United States, by calling out, under the direc. 
before he got there; that the sergeant then proposed | tion of the President of the United States, any part of the 
for him to choose three. mn of the guar 19 Accom oan eh Ear eee tea 
any him. Depenent fearing that he should be mur- | V0"S" : my ’ , 


; expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
dered before he got there, did choose three men to conformably to the provisions of the act of Congress of 


accompany him, and he was taken by five militia January second, seventeen hundred and ninety-five; of 
men, namely a sergeant and four men of the United | the act of April fifth, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, 
States Militia, in company of Major Chase, and de-| making appropriations for the support of the army, and 
livered by them at General Van Rensselaer’s Quar- | of the act of March ninetcenth, eighteen hundred and 
ters, in charge of Major Chase. Major Chase told | thirty-six, providing for the payment of volunteers and 
the sentries at the head of the island to allow the boat | militia corps in the service of the United States. 

which brought over deponent to pass, as it was a’ Appnoven, January 30, 1838. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; bled at Sandusky city, crossed over Sandusky bay, to 
THURSDAY. ...... FEBRUARY 22, 1838. the peninsula of the saine name, and are no doubt, by 





The following promotions and appointments have 
been confirmed by the Senate. 
NAVY. 
Francis H. Gregory, to be a captain, from the 31st 
January, 1838. 
Samuel W. Downing, to be a commander, from the 
23d September, 1537. 
William Chandler, 2 to be lieutenants, from the 23d 
Jonn A. Russ, ; September, 1837. 
Horatio Bridge, of Maine, to be a purser, from the 
16th February, 1838. 
MARINE CORPS. 
Benjamin Macomber, to be a captain, from the 18th 
January, 1838. ; 
Archibald H. Gillespie, to be a first lieutenant, from 
the 18th January, 1833. 
Austin W. Aallen, of Louisiana, to be a second lieu- 
tenant, from the 16th February, 1838. 





New York Avtsion.—By mere inadvertence we 
have omitted doing what we long since intended to 
have done—to announce the commenceinent of anew 
volume of that interesting paper on the Ist of Janua’ 
ry last. The selections for the Albion from the best 
foreign publications are not only made withfgood taste, 
but in its editorial articles our country and its institu- 
tions are treated with a courtesy that may be expect- 
ed from liberal and intelligent men. During the past 
year the subscribers to the Albion were treated with 
two beautiful steel plate engravings—one of the de- 
sign for the new houses of Parliament in London, and 
the other of Miss Ellen Tree in the character of 
Ion. The publisher can furnish complete sets for 
the current year, and all new subscribers will receive 
a copy of the above plates, gratis. The price of the 
Albion is six dollars a year. 





Natrionat Founpry.—This subject having been 
revived in Congress, and a Special Committee ap- 
pointed in the House to enquire into and report upon 
the expediency of forming such an estab‘ishment, 
those places which possess suitable sites and the raw 
material, are urging their several claims for the pre- 
ference. Thus Georgetown and Alexandria, D. C., 
Richmond, Va., Beaver, Pa., Havre de Grace, Md., 
Baltimore and New York, are mentivned, each as 
presenting the greatest inducements and advantages. 





CANADA Frontier.—The latest accounts from 
that quarter represent that the insurgents have not 
been entirely put down; but on the contrary have 
been seen moving in small detachments along the 
southern shore of Lake Erie towards Detroit. The 
following extract from a letter to a gentleman in 
Washington, from a source tobe relied on, corrobo- 
rates the statements that have been elsewhere pub- 
lished. It is dated Burraxo, Feb. 13, 1838. 

** Matters are not so quiet as we imagined.  let- 
ter was received yesterday, and another to day, from 


————, at Cleveland, Ohio, by which there seems to 
be no doubt that upwards of six hundred men assem- 


this time, in the province of Upper Canada, having 
crossed over the lake to Point au Sallee, along the 
chain of islands between the two shores, the ice be- 
tween the islands being strong enongh to bear the 
heaviest teams. Ifit were not forthe honor and good 
faith of our country, both national and individual, I 
should be glad of this movement, as I think these men 
will be met by a foree on the other side that will put 
an end to their, I think I may say, truly wicked, en- 
terprize against a people with whom we are at peace. 
These men received continual accession to their num- 
bers from our cilizens, and have been plenteously sup- 
plied by our people with provisions, arms, &c. &e. 
It is not improbable, but on the contrary highly 
probable, that an expedition may be crossed over on 
the ice in this quarter, perhaps more fora foray on 
the other side, than to remain there. Perhaps the 
object of those who are inciting these men to a hope- 
less expedition iz, that the country may be plunged 
into a war.” 





Tak Unirep SratTes AND CanavDa.—The fol- 
lowing Jetters were submitted and read in the House 
of Representatives—the two first on Friday, and the 
two last on Saturday—during the discussion of the 
bill froin the Senate to maintain our national neu- 
trality. 

Hrap QuaAarRTERS, NraGARA FRONTIER, 
BUFFALO, Feb. 9, 1838. 

GENERAL: Captain Homans, of the navy, arived 
here last night from Detroit, in four and a half days. 
The information he brings is important and perplex- 
ing. The enclosed copy of a despatch written and 
mailed en roufe, to General Brady, gives its gereral 
character. He adds, that in passing through the 
Black swanip, he walked several miles in company 
with Lieut. Ottinger, of the revenue service, and 
conversed with individuals of each straggling party, 
all of whom concurred in representing the force to 
be about 800 men. Individuals who joined the stage 
at lower points, carry the number still higher, the 
whole under the command of Mr. McClond, Mr. 
Van Rensselear’s Adjutant General, stated to be a 
man of much energy. The latter individual left 
this place Jast evening to join these forces. Infor- 
mation, on which [ rely, represents Mr. Van Rens- 
selaer as sanguine of making a forward movement at 
the head of 300 or 400 men. The point selected is 
probably on the St. Clair river, and the campaign to 
open near old Fort St. Clair, operating in the direc- 
tion of Lake Simcoe. Relying upon the general 
accuracy of the information, viz. that there is a strong 
rally of the hostile force; that their direction is 
through Michigan, probably, or Detroit; that the 
quiet which happily prevails in this immediate vi- 
cinity enabled me to despatch a portion of the force; 
and that every regular bayonet is of importance to 
General Brady; | have deemed it my duty to put 
Major Young’s command in motion for Detroit, for 
which place sixty men, under the command of Cap- 
tain Johnston, accompanied by Lieutenant Thornton, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster, and Assistant Sur- 
geon Fellowes, will leave in stages at five o’clock 
P. M, and will reach Detroit in six, perhaps four 
days, a contract to that effect having been made 
with the stage proprietor. JI am aware of the res- 
ponsibility I assumed in adopting this measure, 
which I trust may be acceptable to you. The thea- 
tre of action is immediately transferred from this re- 
gion, at least for the present. Nevertheless, I hope 
you may consider it expedient to push to this point 
all the disposable force (recruits) now at New York, 
and intermediate points. You are aware of the na- 
kedness of the command in respect to officers. 

Captain Homans further says, that he examined 





sufficiently to satisfy himself, that the wagons re- 
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ferred to in his letter to General Brady actually con- 
tained arms and ammunition. The people cn the 
route have freely given their arms to this lawless 
band, supplied all their necessities, aud recruits are 
joining them from all quarters. I have considered 
these matters of sufficient importance to justify me 
in sending an officer by. the stage of this evening, 
to increase the chances of overtaking you at Alba- 
ny. Healso carries a copy, in case you should have 
left, to be mailed for New York, and a third for 
Washington, to your address, under cover to the 
Adjutant General. 
I have, &c. &c. 
W. J. WORTH, Lt. Col. Commanding. 
To Maj. Gen. Scorr, &c. Albany. 
Miran, Huron Country, Onto, 
5th February, 1838. 
Brig. Gen. Hucn Brapy, 
commanding U.S. forces, Detroit: 

GENERAL: I feel it my duty to acquaint you, 
that on my journey to-day between Perrysburg and 
this place, we have passed several detachments of 
men, calling themselves patriots, numbering proba- 
bly about 250. They generally agreed, on conver- 
sing with them, that there were 800 of them scat- 
tered on the road, and 500 Indians of the Cattaraugus 
tribe, all destincd to rendezvous at some place near 
Detroit, most favorable to effect a landing in Cana- 
da. We also passed during the day about 20 loaded 
wagons, half that number boxed up, purposely to re- 
semble pedlar’s wagons, but containing their arms 
and accoutrements; the other wagons contained 
powder, and other munitions, put up in pork barrels 
and other deceptive cases. These men had with 


them drums, files, bugles, and other instruments of | 


music.. The Indians we did not see, as they, with 
other bands of the patriots, were said to have taken 
the lake road through Sandusky city. All we spoke 
with were positive of there being from 1,300 to 1,500 
men in all, and daily augmented their numbers by 
volunteers from the towns and villages through 
which they passed, but I question their being over 
400 or 500. General Van Rensselaer was expected 
to join then; also McKenzie. Judging from their 
train of wagons, I should judge they had a large ma- 
teriel with them. 

I remain, sir, with high consideration, 

Your obedient servant, 
JAMES T. HOMANS, Lt. U0. 8S. ™. 
Heap QuarRTERS, 7TH MivitTAry DEp’r., 
DerroitT, Feb. 11, 1838. 

GenerRAv: I have the honor to inform you that 
large bodies of men, unarmed, are in the neighbor- 
hood of Monroe and Gibraltar, in this Siate, in de- 
tached parties; having, it is believed, in their pos- 
session, arins and munitions of war, cuncealed in 
wagons in such a manner as to escape detection, un- 
less they are searched, which, I ain informed by the 
District Attorney, is out of the power of the civil au- 
thorities to do, under existing laws. These forces are, 
it is understood, under the command of Gen. Van 
Rensselaer and Mr. McKenzie, who have assumed 
fictitious names, and are assembling preparatory to 
an invasion of Canada on the 22d inst., the day 
fixed by Gen. Sutherland to effect a landing, an 
order to that effect being now in the hands of Gov. 
Mason. 

Under these circumstances, it becomes highly im- 
portant that some efficient measure should be adopt- 
ed to maintain our neutral relations with Great Bri- 
tain, which are about to be violated, either by ar- 
resting the officers and leading men of the expedi- 
tion, or seizing their arms and ammunition ; neither 
or which things can be done, I am advised, under 
the existing laws. 

With the knowledge of these facts, and after con- 
sulting with the Executive of this State, I have deter- 














mined, believing the exigency of the case warrants 
mein so doing, to send au express to Washington, 
by whom this letter will be delivered to you, who 
will carry despatches from Gov. Mason to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and other civil functiona- 
ries in that city, requesting them to urge immediate 
and speedy action on the bill which has lately passed 
the Senate, and which is now before the House of 
Representatives, clothing our officers with more 
ample powers than they now have, to maintain our 
neutrality. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. BRADY, 
Brig. Gen United States Army. 

Brig. Gen. R. Jones, Adj. Gen, U.S. Army. 


Derrorrt, Feb. 11, 1838. 

Str: I regret to inform vou that, contrary to my 
most confident expectations, this frontier is again 
thrown into a state of confusion by the appearance 
of the force recently disbanded from ** Navy Island.” 
Ihave no idea that this assemblage of persons can 
make any effective impression on the Canadian 
shore ; but the fact of their appearance is calculated 
to keep this side of the line in a continued ferment, 
and the opposite shore in a constant state ofalarm and 
apprehension. 

The patriot forces (so called) are at present. scat- 
tered in detached parties, in different directions, pre- 
paratory to a movement against the Canadian fron- 
tier, on the 22d of the present month. Their arms 
and munitions of war are in boxes, and are conveyed 
through the country as merchandise. If the existing 
law would permit the seizure of these boxes, on rea« 
sonable suspicion that they contain the weapons for 
an expedition against the dominions of a foreign 
power at peace with the Government of the United 
States, the parties could, at onge, be disarmed, and 
permanent tranquillity restored to the frontier. With 
this view, General Brady has determined to despatch 
an express to Washington, urging the immediate 
passage, by the House of Representatives, of the bill 
which has recently passed the Senate for the preser- 
vation of our neutrality with foreign powers. I cone 
cur fully with the General in his views of the neces- 
sity of such a law, and would most earnestly, but 
respectfully, suggest that you should present such 
considerations to the House of Representatives as 
will secure the immediate passage of the bill above 
referred to, and that it be transmitted to this frontier 
without delay. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, I 
have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

STEVENS T. MASON, 
To his Excellency M. Van Buren, 
President of the United States. 


ITEMS. 
Gen. Winrie_p Scort, with a part of his suite, 





| arrived in New York on Saturday from Albany, via 


New Haven, and it was supposed would have left on 
Monday, for Washington; but he returned to Buf- 
falo, having met despatches at New York, that re- 
quired his attendance on the frontier. 

A detachment of 63 trocps, under command of 
Capt. A. Johnston, 5th inf., passed through Cleve- 
land, on the 12th inst., on their way to Detroit. 

The citizens of Burlington, Vt., gave a compli- 
mentary dinner to Gen. Woot, of the U. S. army, 
on the 7th inst. 

F. L. Dancy, Esq., late of the U. S. army, has 
been elected mayor of the city of St. Augustine, to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of E, B, 
Gou.p, Esq. 
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ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Feb. 8—Col}. H. Stauton, Qr. mr. Gen. Macomb’s. 
14—Capt. J. W. Ripley, Ordn.  Fuller’s. 

15—Lt. W. Maynadier, Ist. Arty. A. B. McLean’s. 
16—Col. A. Cummings, 2d Inf. Brown’s. 


PASSENGERS. 


New York, Feb. 12, per ship Nashville, from New 
Orleans, Col. A. Cummings, of the army. 

Cuarceston, Feb. 14, per steam packet New York, 
from New York, Lieut. J. G. Reynolds, Marine Corps. 
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pupil midshipmen, should be attached as supernu- 
meraries, where the latter would, under wholesome 
restraint, imbibe habits of discipline and subordina- 
tion. A portion of the lieutenants, ‘ waiting orders,” 
night be borue on the books, and held ready for ser- 
vice. 














COMMUNICATIONS. 
THE NAVY. 

It must be evilent to those who feel an interest 
in the subject, and have given it any reflection, that 
the number of ships at present in Commission is not 
commensurate with the importance-of our national 
establisthinent. There are too many officers uneimn- 
ployed, (particularly-among the younger,) wander- 
ing about the coun'ry, contracting ail manner of 
habits but those congenial to the service. Nor isthe 
present highest grade in the navy sufficient to main- 
tain the discipline essential to its efficiency, or give 
that consolidation required to bring all its force to 
bear on any particular object. In short, the navy re- 
quires organization. Responsibilities are too wide- 
ly diffused, and require to be concentrated, and cen- 
trelin afew. There must be a head, to which the 
Government may lvok, and on which it could de- 
pend, to establish and enforce a better system. 

To effect this desirable object, it will be necessa- 
ry, in the first place, to do away the numerous little 
squads into which our ships are divided; the com- 
manders of some exercising a power, heretofore 
vested alone in the President of the United States. 
For this purpose, the fereign stations and squadrons 
might be reduced to three, namely : 

Mediterranean, including Atlantic, coast of Spain, 
Portugal, and France, commanded by a Vice or 
Rear Adiniral. 

Brazil and Pacific, commanded by a Vice or Rear 
Admiral. 

West Indies, Gulf of Mexico, and coast of the 
United States, commanded by a Vice or Rear Ad- 
iniral, 

The coast of Africa could be visited by ships re- 
turning from the Mediterranean, or, if uecessary, 
by one detached fur that special service; the East 
Indies, by vessels either going to, or returning from, 
the Pacific, being detailed for a short cruise there. 

The minimum number of ships in commission to 
afford a suitable school of practice for the navy, and 
extend protection to our daily increasing commerce, 
should be, 

Five sail of the line, 

Fifteen frigates, and 

All the sloops and brigs. 

These should be kept moving, and intercnanging 
stations regularly; this rotatory system would serve 
to keep up, in the minds of the young officers, a 
pleasant excitement, ever produced by the varying 
scenes of active employment, and keep alive an in- 
terest in the service, make seamen of the young, 
and give experience to all. The monotony of three 
years duty on one station, in the Mediterranean par- 
ticularly, is well known. A young officer confined 
there during that term, when released, (saving the 
knowledge acquired on the passage out and hoine,) 
has gained but little. 

There should be at the head of the Navy Board a 
Vice Admiral ; at Boston, New York, and Norfolk, 
a Rear Admiral, to command, with a frigate or ship 
of the line, completely officered and partially mann- 
ed; she could be a receptacle for recruits, where 
they would be trained and fitted for sea going ships. 
The mathematical and other teachers, as well as the 


The dock yards, as at present, should remain un- 
der the command of a captain, whose duly should be 
jlimiked and confined exclusively to equipments, 
When a ship is to be commissioned, the captain, first 
\lientenant, and master, should be ordered to join, 
that they might attend whilst her ballasting, stowage, 
and rigging were in progress, to the end that they 
may know something beforehand of the ship for 
which they were to be responsible, and on whose 


| performance their reputations would, in a measure, 
| depend. 


When turned over from the yard, she 
would be inspected by the Admiral, accompanied by 
her captain, to see she was properly fitted, and fur- 
nished with the stores prescribed by the regulations. 
Such a course would prevent much unpleasant feel- 
ing, and serve to fix the responsibilities where they 
should legitimately rest. 

I would remark, also, that, a3 one object of the Go- 
vernment, in sending ships abroad, is to display our 
power, a flag ship should always be of the line ; 
such an one as the Pennsylvaniy would havea more 
imposing effect than half a dozen frigates. In such 
company (which it is not unusual to meet on foreign 
stations) frigates are esteeined as very inconsidera- 
ble affairs. The additional expense of this absolute- 
ly necessary establishment would be. somewhat 
greater than at present, though it would be as well to 
remark, in passing, that ships in ordinary, with the 
best care, decay much faster than those in commission. 
The greatest expense would be the pay ofa few addi- 
tional men; this increase of expenditure would be 
amply compensated by the number of American sea- 
inen, which would be formed ont of raw lads and 
young landsmen, besides the improvement of our 
navy, in every assential. 


If we are in earnest, and desire, or need, an effi- 
cient naval force, surely a trifling additional ex- 
penditure (all of which would circulate at home) 
should not be a barriet to the accomplishment of 
such an object. It would be worth to the nation all 
it would cost, under any circumstances, and invalua- 
ble in case of sudden emergency. 


The present distracted state of our frontier, and 
the possibility of being brought int» collision with a 
naval power, should be sufficient to justify a prepa- 
ration on our part for the worst. There is nothing 
preserves peace and insures safety so completely, as 
to be ** toujours pret.” Ss. 


NAVAL ARCHITECTURE. NO. 8. 


Let it not be said that a society, for the objects spe- 
cified, cannot be forined, or if organized, may find 
themselves at a loss for important matters of consider- 
ation and debate. The subjects which would neces- 
sarily come before them, within the scope of their le- 
gitimate inquiries, are as various as they are highl 
important. The single subject of resistance of fluids 
requires it alone, and no less than this, the obtaining, 
expertmentaliy, correct conclusions as to the different 
displacements of our ships of war, their principal di- 
mensions, such a3 the greater axis of the load water 
plane, the breadth and draft of water, the forms and 
areas of the load water, and inidship sections, the 
place of the centre of gravity of the entire ship, the 
position of the centre of gravity of the displacement, 
the elevation of the metacentre at the mean height of 
the ports out of water, the dimensions of the masts 
and sails, with the position of the centre of effort of 
each sail, the force of stability at some determined 
angle, &e &c. If these points can be accurately de- 
termined, there can be no donbt as to the immense ad- 





vantage that would result to naval architecture in a 
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practical aspect, as well aa to the correction of theory 
where errors exist. 

But if the labors of a society might be thus im- 
portant to the country, how much more beneficial 
would be the establishinent of a national institution 
for the education of young men in all the branches of 
theoretical and practical ship building. The proposi- 
tion is by no means a novel one, for it has already 
been brought before the public, but not with sufficient 


zeal and energy to securea necessary degree of atten- | 


tion. We want a Naval College as much as any 
country in the world, and now is as fit a time ior its 
establishinent as any other. If founded upon correct 
principles, and its government administered with the 
requisite energy, there cannot be a doubt as to is use- 
fulness, immediately and prospectively. An institu- 
tion of this kind has long been a desideratum in the 
United States, and without insisting upon the correct- 


ness of the following plan, or course of education | 


therein pursued, it inay serve as a guide to mark out 
the extent of what may be taught, or considered indis- 
pensable as qualifications for admission and gradua- 
tion. A candidate, presenting himself for admission, 
is expected to be thoroughly acquainted with the 
English language, and to write it graminatically. He 
will read and translate French, be wel! grounded in 
the first six and eleventh books of Euclid, and alge- 
bra as far as quadratic equitions. At the above ex- 
amination he will also be required to solve such geo- 
metrical and algebraical probleins as may test his 
capicity for instruction in the various branches 
subsequently taught. When attached to the insti- 
tution, the study of geometry is resu.ned, with algebra, 
trigonometry, fimechanics, and hydrostatics, and a 
full course on the differential and integral calculus. 


In the theory of naval architecture, the writings | 
of Hoste, Bernouilli, Bouger, Euler, Clairbois, Chap- | 


man, Atwood, Harvey, and D’Alembert, will be care- 
fully studied, with any other works of acknowledged 
worth upon that subject. From the information thus 
obtained, original designs of ships of war will be con- 
structed, their displacements ascertained, the centres 
of gravity of their displacements, and of the whole 
masses of the ships and their equipments, considered 
as heterogeneous bodies. The most exact and accu- 
rate inquiries are instituted as to their stability, accord- 
ing to the investigations of Atwood, or the metacen- 
tric method of Bouger. Comparisons are instituted 
relative to the qualities of the ships of different na- 
tions, their properties analyzed, the good retained and 
combined so as to remedy the bad, and the whole so 
applied as to produce the most perfect design. 

So far, the course of study iscomplete enough, but 
theory is not sufficient to make a complete and perfect 
naval constructor. Practical details must be studied, 
drawings executed, and ships laid off in conformity to 
actual construction. 

Supposing the term of study to occupy five years, an 
exainination wili then be held before a board appointed 


by the Secretary of the Navy, and to be coinposed of 


a certain number of naval constructors and the whole 
of the facnity of the institution. The honors of the 
college will be conferred on the most deserving, and 
these will pass from its government with such capa- 
bilities as will insure and command respect, as build- 
ers of superior education. The claims of such an in- 
stitution, as has been thus briefly and imperfectly 
described, upon public consideration, are of a very 
high order, and to the United States, in particular, the 
science of ship building is of such transcendant im- 
portance, that no means ought to be left untried to 
give to it every perfectionof which it is susceptible. 
M. N. K. 
The ships of the U. S. Navy will be more particu- 
larly considered in our next. 
—— 








JOB PRINTING 
Executed with neatness and despatch at this Office. 
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PROCEEDINGS CF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &e. 





SENATE. 
Tuespay, Fes. 6. 

The Vice Paesinent presented from the War Depart- 
ment abstracts of the general returns of the militia of the 
United States for 1837, their arms, equipments, &c. 
| Referred, and ordered to be printed. 

The report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in 
reference to the Indian boundary referred to by the act 
| authorizing the people of Missouri to form a State Go- 
iverument. Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Adjutant General, with 60 
|copies of the official Army Register, for the use of the 
| Senate. 

Mr. BucHaxaw presented four memorials, and Mr. 
McKean several others, of the same character as that 
| presented yesterday by Mr. B., relating to the claims of 
Pittsburgh to one of the six hospitals to be established on 
ithe Western waters. Referred. 

Wepnesbay, Fes. 7. 

The following petitions and memorials were present- 
ed and referred : 

By Mr.McKean,a memorial of the Pennsylvania 
| Reform Convention, praying Congress to adopt measures 
| to improve the navigation of the Alleghany river, from 
| Pittsburgh, to Olean Point, New York. 

By Mr. Mouton, of the collector at Franklin, La., 
‘relative to certain Light Houses, improvement of navi- 
| gation, &c., in that district. 
| By Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, memorials of citizens of 
| Philadelphia, for the completion of the frigate Raritan. 
} On motion of Mr. Sevier, 

Resolecd, That the Sceretary of War inform the Sen- 
jate if any forts have been established on the western 
| frontier of Arkansas ; if so, by what authority, whether 
| appropriations arc necessary for that purpose, &c. 

Tuurspay, Fes, 8. 

Mr. Watt presented a petition from inhabitants of 
| Philadelphia, for the completion of the frigate Raritan. 
Fripay, Fes. 9. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committce on Military Af- 
fairs, reported a bill authorizing the payment of the 
_ Missouri volunteers, for horses lost in transporting thein 
‘to ‘Fumpa Bay. Ordered to a second reading, and to be 
printed. 

Mr. CLay presented several memorials from 110! me- 
| chanics and laborers of New York and Brooklyn, pray- 
|ing an appropriation for the immediate completion of 
the frigates Sabine and Savannah, now on the stocks, 
in order to afford employmeut to said petitioners: re- 
ferred, 

wet NiLes presented petitions for a similar purpose : 
i referred, 


Monpay, Fen. 12. 

Mr. BucuaNnan presented memorials of citizens of 
Pittsburgh, relative to the establishmept of a Naval 
Hospital ; referred 
| Also, memorial of a committee in behalf of the officers 
of the late war, praying that they be allowed bounty 
lands, the same as allowed to officers of the revolutionary 
war. referred. 

Also, of citizens of Philadelphia, for a dry dock at 
that place: referred. 

Mr. Merrick presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Marytand, relative to the establishment of a National 
Foundry, and recommending the location of the same at 
Havre de Grace: referred. 

Also, memorial of citizens in aid of the same: referred. 

On motion of Mr. Kine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire 
into the expediency of placing buoys at the mouth of the 
St. John's river, Florida. 

Tuespay, Fes. 13. 

Mr. Davis presented a petition from Julius Nelson 
and others, of the state of New York, asking an appro- 
priation for the improvement of the harbor of Silver 
Creek, on Lake Erie. 

On motion of Mr. Linw, a call was ordered on the Se- 
eretary of War for all information in his possession in re- 
lation to the Oregon country, and for a map of that coua- 
try as recently known. 

The bill to authorize the President to ascertain and 
mark the southern boundary line of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, was read a third time and passed. 
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WepwesbAy, Fes. 14. 
On motion of Mr. Beeston, 
Resolved, that the Committee on Military Affairs in- 

quire into the expediency of settling the construction of 

the xct regulating the pay of Paymasters in the army. 

Mr. Lyon presented petitions of citizens of Michigan, 
for the construction of a harbor at the mouth of Grand 
river: referred. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the President communicate to the | 
Senate the official account of the late battle with the! 
Florida Indians, by the troops under command of Col. | 
Zachariah ‘Taylor. | 

Previous to the adoption of this resolution, | 

Mr. Benton stated that the object was to exonerate 
the Missouri volunteers from certain imputations cast up- 
on them in the report of Col. Taylor. ‘They were there 
charged with having fled in disorder en ‘‘the first fire,’’ 
when they were placed in the front line, which, in the 
attack, proved but a forlorn hope, and at that fire, one- 
sixth of their number were killed, and among the num- 
ber was their commander, &c. 

Mr. Critrenven had no objection to the adoption of 
the resolution, but he was opposed to casting any blame 
upon Col. Taylor, who, if he had committed an error in 
his report, it must have been wholly through inadvert- | 
ance. Mr. C. felt bound in justice to say that he was | 
well acquainted with Col. Taylor, and that there was 
not inthe army a better or braver officer, nor in the 
world a more truthful gentleman. 

On naotion of Mr. Tieton, 
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After some discussion, the bill was postponed to, and 

made the order of the day for to morrow. 
Wepwsespay, Fes. 14. 

Mr. Bronson, of New York, presented the following 
petitions, viz: 

Of sundry citizens of Jefferson county, New York, 
asking for the preservation and protretion of the harbor 
at Sacket’s Harbor, N. Y. Referred to Committee on 
Commerce. 

Of sundry mariners, and others, praying for an appro- 
priation for making a-harbor at the mouth of the Big 
Sandy Creek, in the county of Jefferson, New York. 

Tuurspay, Fes. 15. 
Mr. Beit moved that the House resume the consider- 


\ation of the bill. from the Senate entitled ‘‘An act 
for the appointment of Commissioners, to adjust the 


claims to reservations of land under the 14th article of 


| the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw Indians.” 


An animated debate ensued, which was arrested by 
the expiration of the morning hour. The consideration 
of the bill was, however, resumed, and after sundry 
amendments, was ordered to a third reading, and sub- 
sequently read a third time, and passed. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


SEMINOLE WAR. 
Sr. AucustTine Jan.22.—By an arrival from Fort 
Pierce, St. Lucie, we have received the following 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause asurvey to, intelligence of the movements of Generals Jesup and 
be made in the Harbor of City West, with a view to its | Hernandez, for which we tender our thanks. 


improvement. | 


TuurspDay, Fes. 15. 


* Gen. Hernandez with the battalion of Tennessee 


| Volunteers, and Pellicer’s company, marched from 


On motion of Mr. Kine, a call was ordered on the| Indian river, intending to stretch as nearly west as 


Secretary of the Navy for statements in detail on the| 
subject of the improvement of the national arscual at Pen | 


sacola. 


Mr. Rosixson presented a petition from cilizens of | 


Illinois, for improvements in the navigation of 
river: referred. 


the country would permit, in hopes of communica- 
ting with Gen. Jesup. On the second day’s march, 
he most fortunately met with the Gen., who was 
marching south, having with him the 2d dragoons, 


jand a battalion of the Alabama Volunteers. The 


The bill for the completion of certain military roads | {WO commands joined, marched 7 miles south, and 


in Arkansas, was considered, and ordered to be engross- | encamped. Next morning the whole took up their 


ed for a third reading. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, Fes. 6. 


The Speaker laid before the House a letter from the | 


Secretary of War, in obedience to the requirements of 


the act of March 2, 1803. transmitting abstracts of the | 


general returns of the militia of the United States, and of 


|line of march, intending to make a reconnoisance 
|of the country north of the Oke-chobee lake; they 


were guided by an Indian recently captured person- 
ally by Lieut. Searle, of the General’s staff. As they 
proceeded, however, the trails being so heavy and 
all tending more to the east, in the probable hope of 
meeting the enemy, marched about twenty miles and 


their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, forthe year | encamped, and next morning continued some 8 miles 


1837. 


| further, but the General not deeming it expedient 


Mr. Duncan reported a bill to purchase the right to | then to proceed further, as_ the troops had taken but 


use the apparatus. invented and patented by Boyd Reilly, | two days provisions with them, he retraced his steps, 
for applying gas or vapor to the human body, in the na- | and arrived at his catnp late at night; the next morn- 
val and military service in the hospitals, andin the peni-| ing Gen. Hernandez marched for Indian river, and 


gu nictbitginetiiimmaidiiaiti ne ee ee eee ES HE ER 


tentiaries of the United States. 
WepnespAy, Fes. 7. 
ExpvorinG ExpPepivion. 

A Message was received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the Secretary 
of the Navy, prepared in obedience toa resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 7th of December last, re- 
quiring information as to the causes which have delayed 
the outfit and preparation of the South Sea Exploring 
Expedition. 

The House, at one o’clock, resumed the consideration 
of the President’s Message, now on the table, relative to 
the North Eastern Boundary, and the arrest and impris- 
onment of a citizen of Maine, by the British authorities. 

Mr. Evans moved the reference of the Messaze tothe 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions to re- 

ort a bill to provide for surveying the North Easter. 

undary of the United States, according to the treaty 
of peace of 1783. 
Fripay, Fes. 9. 

Mr. Be tt, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re- 
ported, without amendment, Senate bill to amend ‘An 
act entititled an act for the appointment of commission- 
ers to adjust the claims to reservations of land under the 
14th article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw In 
dians.”’ 

The House, on motion of Mr. Bett, went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole upon the bill, and it was amended, 
and reported to the House, 


on the 13thGen. Jesup concluded to move his whole 
force to the depot there during the time he was await- 
'ing Gen. Eustis, who was said to be twodays march 
distant, heis now busily engaged recruiting his troops, 
making reconnoisances and preparing roads com- 
municating between St. Lucie andhis line of march. 
| The Indians are doubtless in force somewhere in the 
| vicinity of the Oke-chobee, and it is said their fami- 
lies are on some of the large islands of this lake: 
| should such be the case, it is most probable that boats 
| will be transported to the Jake, and they must fall 
| into the General’s hands. Capt. Powell, of the Navy, 
has thoroughly explored Indian and St. Lacie rivers, 
and has obtained much valuable topographical infor- 
| mation; he will probably offer his services for boat 
duty on the lake, his boats being light can be easily 
transported there. It is now confidently believed 
that the prospect of a termination of the war is more 
flattering than it has been at any previous time; the 
strip of country between the Oke-chobee, the Ever- 
glades and the Atlantic, is so narrow that the enemy 
cannot well escape being caught ; it is believed our 
troops will very soon give a good account of him.” 
The Oke-chobee lakei referred to, is represented 
to be a sheet of water of immense extent, lying di- 
rectly across the Territory, from about 25 miles of 
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Fort Pierce, to within nearly the same distance of 
Charlotie harbor. It contains several large islands, 
and it is on these that the families of the Indians in 


all probability are, and have been since the com-| 


mencement of the war. 
hiding place. 

This is doubtless .that ocean like lake, which we 
have often heard spoken of as Macaco, and which 


It is their stronghold and 


many have supposed to be entirely fabulous in its | 


existence. 

The schr. Die Vernon, Matthias, laden with go- 
vernment stores, grounded on the barat Indian river 
inlet and was totally lost. 

One of the schooners belonging to the exploring 
expedition had succeeded it getting into Indian river. 


OFFICIAL. 
Camp Pierce, on INDIAN River, 
January 17, 1833. 

CommoporeE: The day before yesterday, on the 
head waters of Jupiter river, we found a iresh trail, 
which, in following, led us to herds of cattle and hor- 
ses; amongst these we captured asquaw. ‘The wo- 
man, on being questioned, told us of several parties of 
Indians camped tn the neighborhood. We took her as 
a guide, and after a march of five miles struck a large 
beaten trail at the head of a cypress swamp, at the 
same instant we heard the war whoop before us. The 
charge was made across the swamp in a handsome 
manner, and the fire became general along the line. 
Acting Lieutenant Harrison, of the navy, was soon 
shot down, and his division left without an officer. 
Lieutenant Fowler, of the artillery, was directed to 

enetrate the swamp to the right, whilst the remain- 


ing two divisions, now under the coimmand of acting | 


Lieutenant McArthur, of the navy, continued to ad- 
vance inline. ‘The enemy was driven seven or eight 
hundred yards to the margin of a larger cypress, 
where they made a most determined resistance. Lieut. 
McArthur was bere badly shot, and the surgeon, Dr. 
Leitner, killed. The men were fast falling, and the 
evening closing upon us, and having already as many 


wounded as I could hope to carry safely to the boats, | 


I concluded to draw off the men and return to our 
landing. On recrossing the swamp Lieutenant Fow- 
ler’s division was well placed, and, by a steady fire, 
covered the retreat of our little party. But his divi- 


—eey 
lar ability, modesty, and conrage. Having lost our 
surgeon, it became my first duty to convey the wound. 
ed to a post. 

Killed—Dr. Leitner, surgeon; Thomas Tait, sea- 
/tinan; James McLane, do.; A. W. Fullerton, Compa- 
iny I, First Artillery; Jacob Kelper, do. 
| Wounded—Levin M. Powell,, Lieutenant Com- 
Manding, Acting Lieut. H. N. Harrison, (severely ;) 
Acting Lieut. P. McArthur, (severely twice;) Lieut. 
|W. H. Fowler, U. S. A., commanding Company I, 
| First Artillery, (twice ;) Sergeant Long, First Artil- 
_lery, (twice ;) Brooks, orderly to commandant, Com- 
/pany I, First Artillery, (twice;) Curran, Canthorn, 
| (twice ;) Gillan, Gibbs, Gleasin, Austin, Foster, Fra- 
,zer, March, and Whitten, privates, Company I, First 
| Artillery; John Clark, boatswain’s mate, (severely ;) 
Ira ‘Thompson, seainan ; John Jascomb, do., (severe- 

ly;) Matthew McGaran, do.; Ephraim Hathaway, 
ido.; (three times severely ;) Trancis Williams, do., 
| (severelv.) 

| dtecapitulation—1 surgeon, 2 seamen, 2 soldiers, 

Company LI, First Artillery—Total killed, 5. 

| 4 commissioned officers, 1 non-commissioned do., 
| 11 privates, Company I, First Artillery, 1 boatswain’s 
imate, 5 seamen—Total wounded, 22, 
Total, killed and wounded, 27. 
Very respectfully, &c. 

L. M. POWELL. 





| 


Commodore DALLAS. 


From the Norfolk Beacan. 

Cart. GaTEwoop or THE RevENUE Service. 
This officer, who has more than once signalized him- 
self by promptitude and energy in the performance of 
his «uty, and who recently rendered such timely aid 
to the party under Surgeon General Lawson in the 
hour of shipwreck, has received the acknowledge- 
ment of that officer in highly flattering terms. e 
annex the letter: 

Car.os Bay, (Florida,) Jan. 3, 1838. 





On board the U S. Cutter Jackson. 
Dear Str:—To leave you under existing cireum- 
stances, without an expression of our high respect and 
| gratitude, would be equally an act of injustice to you 
and of violation to our own feelings. 
The recollection of the event of our shipwreck at 
the mouth of the Bay of Tampa, on the 19th of De- 


sion soon shared like the others; Lieut. Fowler being | cember, and the great exertions made by vourself and 


shot down, leaving Captain Johnston, the adjutant, 
save myself, the only officer on his feet. Lieutenant 
Fowler’s division, under the guidance of Capt. John- 
ston, closed the rear ; and to the steady courage and 
conduct of this officer we are mainly indebted for the 


officers for our preservation and safety, can never by 
us be forgotten. 

To particularize would be invidious, as well as te- 
dious. Suffice it to say, that for the safety of the lives 
and property on board, every exertion that man could 


coinparative security in which we returned to our| make was made by yourself, Mr. Peters, (the gentle- 


boats. The first charge was made about four in the 
afternoon, and the firing was well sustained until half 
past seven at night. 

The enemy was in greater force than we expected, 
and outnumbered our party so much as to cover our 
flanks; the squaw, whom we brought oif, says one 
hundred. [ am inclined to believe that the other camp 
gathered upon us during the action. 


man who first boarded us from your vessel,) Mr, 
Clarke, and Mr. Joiner. 

The gentlemanly and courteous kindness we have 
since received from yourself and officers, has been so 
much of the old sterling stamp, that we had almost 
| forgotten that we had been shipwrecked, and that now 

we are recipients of unlooked for hospitality and at- 
tention, from those on whom we certainly had no 





} 
\ 


What the Indian loss may be I cannot say: three | claiin. 


bodies were passed as we advanced,and five others were 


Accept our most unqualified respect for yourself as 


seen to fall by more than those who shot them. We/an officer, and as a gentleman, and thro’ you we be 
used, part of the time, the buckshot cartridge, which | leave to communicate to your officers, Lieut. Clarke, 


must have done execution. 

In mentioning the conduct of the command, I will 
only say that the officers were all shot at the heaa of 
their divisions, cheering them on; and I will not con- 


clude without noticing the excellent deportment of 


Sergeants Low and Cantweli, of Company I, First 
Artillery. 


Acting Lieutenant Murphy, with part of his divi- 


Lieut. Peters, and Joiner, our regards and grateful 
acknowledgments, for the numerous civilities received 
during our sojourn and intercourse with them. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servants, 
Tu: LAWSON, 
Surgeon General U. S. A. 
F.S. BEATTIE, M.D. 


sion, was absent on detached service ; twenty-three | To Capt. P. GaTewoon. 


men were lett with the boats; so that the command 
engaged numbered somewhat above eighty. Ou#loss 





The U. S. steam frigate Fulton, under the com- 


has been considerable, and, in the death of Dr. Leit-| mand of Capt. M. C. Perry, arrived at New London 
I } 


ner, irreparable. 





He proved himse:f a man of singu-|on the 7thinst. The object of the voyage is probably 
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to try her powers of locomotion, and give to her crew 
and officers the berefit of a practical experiment. A 
public dinner was given to Capt. Perry and his of- 
ficers by the citizens of New London, which passed 
off with much hilarity and sound sentiment, at the 
City Hotel, under the charge of the excellent caterer 
and keeper of that house, Mr. Wood.—.Vew Haven 
Herald. ~ 


From the Burlington Free Press, Feb. 16. 

Gen. Wool is now at Plattsburgh, and has called out 
two companies of horse, for the purpose of recon- 
noitring the country. We hear of no movement, 
however, of any importance, nor do we believe there 
will be any. The Patriots undoubtedly have a con- 
siderable amount of property stored on the frontier, 
which was intended for the Canada market, but under 
vety different circumstances than those now existing 
in the two Provinces. 








From the Albany Argus, Feb. 12. 

We learn thatMajor Gen Scott arrived in this city 
the day before yesterday—having probablybeen 
brought hither, from Buffalo, by the rumors which 
are kept afloat all along our Canadian frontiers, and 
one of which represented thata new expedition against 
Canada was on foot on the Chateaugay or St. Law- 
rence river. Whether there be any thing in this par- 
ticular rumor, we know not: but learn that General 
Scott has made a further requisition upon his Excel- 
lency Gov. Marcy, for two battalions for those rivers, 
and that the Governor has promptly caused orders to 
be issued to supply the troops from the nearest bri- 

ades, if Brigadier Gen. Wool, who is in that quarter, 
shall under the instructions of Gen. Scott deem their 
services important. 

Whilst writing the above, we further learn that a 
gen‘leman has just arrived from Buffalo, who brings 
despatches representing that a passenger, from De- 
troit, met at the Black Swamp, beyond Sandusky, 
about the 5th instant, a new and a large band, jdes- 
tined to invade Canada from our side of the Detroit 
river, and which band had many wagons loaded with 
arms and ammunition. What orders Gen. Scott has 
given, or what movement he mnay make, consequent 
on this report, we know not ; but he has on that fron- 
tier, Brig. Gen. Brady, with a competent force of re- 
gulars and volunteers to meet the contingency, and 
Col. Worth is immediately charged with the protec- 
tion of the Niagara frontier—also with a competent 
force. 

The Vermont frontier (with which and the Chate- 
augay and St. Lawrence rivers Gen. Wool is‘charg- 
ed) was, at the latest dates, perfectly tranquil. 





A REMARKABLY SHORT PASSAGE.—Extract of a 
letter from Captain Jonn H. Younc, master of the 
brig Lancet, of aad from Philadelphia, dated, 

“ Havana, Jan. 19, 1838 

“T arrived here on the morning ‘of the 16th. Left 
the Capes onthe 10th Jan., P. M.,a little less than six 
days’ passage, having rounded the Hole-in-the-Wall in 
three days and eighteen hours, being the shortest pas- 
sage ever fairly made. Had the breeze continued when 
crossing the Banks, I should have made the whole 
passage in four and a half days. 





Tre Avrora Piracy Case.—In the Circuit Court, 
yesterday, Don Francis Stoug!iton, Spanish Consul 
at this port, obtained a verdict for $4919 against Rich- 
ard Sheridan, late owner and master of the schooner 
Aurora, which, it will be remembered, he is charged 
with having wrecked at Ocracoke, and robbed of 264 
doubloons which had been put on board by the Span- 
ish Government at Havana, consigned to the plaintiff. 
Sheridan is still in prison here, and is to be removed 
to Carolina for trial. His counsel,Gen Bogardus, 
was present but attempted no defence for the suit; anc 


averdict was rendered upon the bill of lading which 
was produced in court and proved. After Sheridan’s 
artival here, be pretended to his confederates in crime 
that he had been robbed of the money; but the donb- 
loons have been found all safe in the hands of an indi- 
vidual to whom Sheridan transferred them in order 
tosecure him in becoming his bail_—New York Sun, 











FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 











From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

We received yesterday the Frederickton (N. B.) 
Sentinel, containing intelligence frem Halifax to 
Jan 39, from Cork to Jan. 4, and from London to 
the Ist. It appears from this intelligence that the 
British Ministry were acting with great vigor in re- 
inforcing the army in Canada. The frigate Incon- 
stant, by which the intelligence reached Halifax, has 
brought out the left wing of the 93d Regiment, com- 
manded by Major Arthur. The troops disembarked 
at Halifax on the 31st ult., where they were received 
with great enthusiasm by the inhabitants, 

It is stated in the London Observer, of Dec. 31, 
that Ministers had under consideration the propriety 
of recommending to Parliament, immediately after 
the re-assembling of the two Houses, an increase in 
beth the army and navy; the former to the amount 
of 15 or 20,000 men, and the latter from 5 to 10,000 
men. One of the reasons assigned for this measure, 
in ad-lition to the unsettled state of the Canadas, is 
the unfriendly tone of the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, upon the boundary question. 

It is stated that Sir Heury Hardinge is appointed 
commander of the forces in Canada. 


The following extracts are of considerable interest: 


Cork, Jan. 4.—Aruy— The troops for Canada. 
—Orders have been received,:we understand, to put 
the Fermoy Barrack in readiness for the immediate 
reception of a large body of troops, horse and foot. 

Transports are expected at Cove, (it is said that 
the line of baftle ships Bellerophon and Vangeard, 
the former of 78 and the latter of 84 guns, have been 
ordered instanter from the Mediterranean, for the 
purpose) to take on hoard the depots of the Lith and 
73d, and proceed to Gibraltar, where they are to 
meet the service companies of the regiments, now 
in Corfu, and take them on to Halifax. 

From the London Times, Jan. 1. 

In the reinforcements for Canada, alluded to in 
our publication of Saturday, we omitted to namea 
regiment of Cavalry, (reported to be the 15th Hus- 
sars.) The following may therefore be taken asa 
pretty correct entmeration of the force intended to 
be embarked for this particular service, and we are 
led to believe that all are to proceed to Halifax, as 
soon as the means of transport, in ships of war, can 
be provided. 


1 regiment of Cavalry angtnented to 450 
93d Highlanders, augmented strength, 600 
Brigade of Guards, say . 2,000 
65th Regiment from West Indies, aug- 
mented strength, . 600 
23d Fusileers and 71st Light Infantry, 
augmented strength, 1,200 


Augmentation of 100 rank and file to 
all Regiments in Canada, Nova Sco- 
tiaand New Branswick : namely, Ist 
Royals, 15th, 24th, 34th, 43d, 66th, 
83d, and 85th, 900 





Total, 5,750 
The 11th and 73d regiments, ordered home from 
the Mediterranean, are to land at Gibraltar, there to 
await instructions, in case their services should also 
he mequired in Canada. 


Two companies of artillery are also, it is said, un- 





der orders for the same destination, ( Canada.) 
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From the Limerick Chronicle, Jan. 3. 

An order from the Horse Guards was received in 
the garrison yesterday morning, for volunteers to 
serve in Canada, with a bounty of one guinea to 
each man. The order was promptly read on parade 
to the 25th Regiment, at the New Barracks, when 
fifty active fellows, including several of the Grena- 
dier Company, turned out without hesitation, and of- 
fered their services to the Llthand 73d Reg. which are 
the corps specified in the despatch ; and to join their 
ranks, these volunteers all embark next week at 
Cork, en route to Gibraltar, where the 11th and 73d 
are to await orders for Canada. The 25th will sup- | 
ply at least 100 volunteers, as the Horse Guard invi- 
tation is gone out this morning to the detachments 
at Bruff, Rathkeale, and Newcastle 

The 22d Regiment in Cork has been called upon 
for volunteers to the Regiments in Canada. 


From the United Service Gazette, Dec. 30. 

Rovav ARTILLERY.—Owing to the state of af- 
fairs in Canada, the two companies that were to have 
embarked yesterday for Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
have been countermanded, and it supposed they 
are now destined to proceed to Halifax, en route for 
Canada. 

Lonpon, Dec. 30.—All is activity at the Horse 
Guards. Maj. Gen. Sir W. McBean has been or- 
dered to hold himself in readiness to take charge of 
a brigade, consisting of the 23d, 71st, 93d, and 94th 
Regiments, destined for Nova Scotiaand New Bruns- 
wick ; drafts from the depots of the regiments now 
at the seat of war, have orders to rejoin their res- 
pective regiments, to make up the force to 600 men 
each ; two companies of artillery are ordered for the 
same destination, a brigade of Guards, under Lord 
Saltoun, and the Ist battalion of Rifles are also or- 
dered to hold themselves in readiness. Col. Fitz- 
gerald has been appointed Inspecting Field Officer | 
of Militia, to proceed forthwith to Canada. | 

DowNinG STREET, Dec. 22.—The Queen has; 
been pleased to appoint Col. Sir George Arthur, K. | 
C. B. to be Lieutenant Governor of the Province of | 
Upper Canada. Sir George Arthur is to have the 
local rank of Major General in the Canadas unly. 

Lieut. Francklyn, Royal Artillery, goes out with 
his company to Canada, and not to the West Indies. 

Captain Wulff’s company of Royal Engineers, 
destined for Gibraltar, is ordered for Canada, where 
artillery and Engineers are more wanted. 

Twenty-five officers, on the half-pay, have been 
ordered out to assume the command of, and direct, 
the regiments of militia in Canada; many of them 
embarking in the next packet. Among them are Col. 
Cox, Major Macphail, Baron de Rottenberg, Lieut. 
Col. Fitzgerald, late of the Legion, &c. 








Sr. Domtnco.—Capt. St. John, of the brig Panope, | ¥ 


at New York,in 10 days from Port-au-Prince, informs 
the editors of the Journal of Commerce that the French 
fleet had not yet arrived, but was momently expected. 
A French brig of war entered the port the same morn- 
ing that the Panope came out. Also, the United 
States corvette Boston. The object of the French 
fleet is to enforce the fulfilment of the treaty of in- 
demnity, which the Haytiens, after paying one or 
two instalments, have found too onerous for their 
comfort, 





From the Boston Mercantile Journal. 
THE EDDYSTONE LIGHT HOUSE. 


There is no nation which has labored so hard and 
so effectually to remove obstructions to navigation on 
their shores as the English. Surveys of coasts and 
harbors are faithfully executed at the expense of go- 
vernment; their pilots are bold, hardy and skilful to 
a proverb; and buoys, beacons, floating lights and 
light houses, puint out to tne adventurous mariner 





the dangers which lie in his track, and teach him 
how they may be avoided, 


ee ere 


The Eddystone Rocks are a dangerous ledge of 600 
or 700 feet in length; situated in the English Chan- 
nel abuut 14 miles south west of Plymouth; and are 
well known to mariners as highly dangeroas, parti- 
cularly tothe navigation of Plymouth Sound. They 
were long noted as the cause of numerous shipwrecks; 
and the frequent loss of property and liveson the 
Eddystone Rocks,—which are entirely covered at 
high water during the spring tides,~made it ex- 
tremely desirable that a light house should be erected 
on that dangerous spot. But the erection of a light 
house ona base level with the water, and exposed to 
all the stormsofthe ocean, was such a hazardous une 


| dertaking, that it was almost universally pronounced 


impracticable, until, in 1696, Mr. Wistaaly, with 
a spirit of adventure and zeal unparalleled, con- 
tracted with the British Government to erect a 
tower on the largest of these fatal rocks. After en- 
countering almost insuperable difficulties, and es- 
tablishing a fame for perseverance and industry sel- 
dom surpassed, in two years he completed a building, 
chiefly, if not wholly of timber, which was secured 
to the rocks by enormous clamps and bolts of iron, 
and which was lighted on the I4th of November, 
1698. But although the lantern was more than 60 
feet above the level of the sea, the experience of the 
ensuing winter showed that in aheavy storm, the 
spray from the waves that broke against the rocks, 
rose toa greater height than had been expected, inso- 
much that the light room was at times ‘‘buried under 
water!’ In consequence of this, Mr. Wistanly wag 
induced to enlarge the base, originally only 14 feet 
in diameter, to 24 feet; and the height was carried to 
120 feet. 

In this situation it remained for several years, of 
incaiculable benefit to vessels entering or leaving the 
channel; when some repairs being necessiry, Mr. 
Wistanly went off from Plymouth to superintend, in- 
tending to remain some days on the rocks. In the 
mean time a dreadful storm came on, which occa- 
sioned the destruction of many ships on the English 
coast. Among other fatal consequences of the hurri- 


caneof the 26th of November, 1703, was the loss of 


the Eddystone Light House, which was completely 
swept away! No vestige of the building, of the en- 
terprising engineer, or ofany of the people, was ever 
after seen. 

But Wistanly had proved that the daring project 
of erecting a Light House onthe Eddystone Rocks 
was notso impracticable as had been predicted. But 
it was not until several vessels had been lost upon this 
fatal ledge, (among others the Winchelsea, a large 
Virginia trader, which was wrecked and lost, with 
nearly all her crew,) that a lease was entered into 
with Captain Lovatt, who was to erect and main- 
tain a light house, and collect the duties for 100 
ears. 

Mr. John Rudyerd, of London, was the engineer 
who directed the work. He availed himself of all 
the advantages which could be derived from the 
unfortunate Wistanly’s plan, and avoided his errors. 
The lower part of the light house was solid to the 
height of 27 feet, being composed of alternate strata 
of granite and oak timber. The superstructure was 
strongly fastened to the rock by bolts, and the parts 
of timber were dovetailed, and otherwise connected 
by spike bolts, and straps of iron, applied in the pro- 
per directions. from which a strain of force might be 
expected. This building was 92 feet in height—the 
diameter at the base 23 feet.and im mediately under the 
balcony 14 feet. It wasof a circular form—and such 
was theingenuity of the design, and the judgment 
of the pesign, and the, judgment shown in the 
construction, that it seemed to preclude the pos- 
sibility of being washed away by the waves of the 
ocean. This building exhibited a light for the space 
of about 47 years, requiring during that time but 
little else than the common and ordinary attention to 
keep it in repair; and it is probable that it would have 
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withstood the effects of the winds and the waters for APPOINTMENTS. ! 
an unlimited period—but in 1755 it was destroyed by Prancie tial dadentoee - ea ee Feb. 19. 
fire. , “s < 1 Vary nter, Feb. 19. 

This dreadful event took place in the month of| Gee D- Blacksord, Acting Saslmaker, Feb. 19. 
December. There were three men residing at the Pe Sa P nena + sere denen 
Eddystone to take care of the light. The day before Williat +. De —_ 9 rr ge — 16. 
the accident they had been visited from Plymouth, ne OS oe ae git) do. Feb. 14, 
and. reported that all was well. Butin the night, 3 VESSELS REPORTED. 
when the keeper on watch went to snuff the candles Panag. {iow aan Com’r. Paine, at-Curagoa, Jan. 18, 
he found the light-room full of smoke, and upon | ay rd . ’ 
opening the eeonh alte balcony. flame burst from 4 Rey. Cutter Campbell, Licut. Comdt. Coste, sailed 


cocdliin salad P : . ; ee om Key West, about Ist inst. for Indian river. 
the inside and the w hole of the upper part appeared) Rey. Cutter ‘Taney, Capt. Webster, at Norfolk on the 
to be in ablaze. The manon watch ran instantly to! 19th inst. from a cruise. 
awaken his companions, and these poor men, having| Ship Boston, Com’r. Babbit, at Key West, Jan. 27, 
no means of escape, being threatened with death by | from acruise. 
fire on the one hand, and water on the other, werein| Brig Consort, Lt. Comdt. Glynn, at New York, 13th 
a dreadful state of consternation. One of them | inst. from a cruise on the coast. 4 
was in the actof looking up to the rcofof the| Steam frigate Fulton, Capt. Perry, from New York 
lizht-room at the moment when the lead happened | fF Newport, put into New London on the 7th inst. 
to melt, and was not only sadly scalded in the face | 
and neck, but what is very remarkable, a consider- MARRIAGE. 
able portion of the molten Jead actually entered os einer tiie sereninepaepetreanlieneedirematie 
mouth, while distended, and passed into his stomach} At Sag Harbor, JOHN MILLS, of Middletown, Conn. 
—from whence, afier his death, it was extracted, and| of the U. S. Navy, to LYDIA ANN HILDRETH, 
found to weigh seven ounces ? duughter of Danie. Hitpretu, of Hog Neck. 


————$ a mae meee eee ene = 









































A RM Y a | DEATH. 
OFFICIAL. 
GENERAL Heap QuARTERS OF THE ARMY, In New York, on the 12th inst. aged 57, Colonel 
Oxpver, ApJuTANT GENERAL’s OrFice, CHARLES GRAHAM, a highly respected and promi- 


Wo. 4. Washington, Feb. 20, 1538. nent meinber of the Bar, and Secretary of the Cincinnati 

The Secretary of War has received the Report of} Society. ; 

Colonel Taylor. of the Ist Regiment of Infantry, of the| Col. Graham was in service during the late war, and 
affair of the 25th December last, with the Seminole In- | for many years subsequent was one of the most zealous 
dians, on the eastern shore of Lake Okee-chobce, in| and efficient officers of militia, and was unwearied in his 
Florida, in which the Indians, after a severe conflict, | exertions to improve the military system of his State. 
were beaten, and driven at all points. In his course of life, as an officer and a citizen, he secured 

‘The gallantry and steadiness displayed in the attack, | the respect and esteem of all who knew him, and his 
are highly creditable to the corps engaged ; and thecon-|memory will long be revered by those who enjoyed his 
duct of Culonel Taylor in pursuing the enemy, and/ friendship. He united in his character the most _perse- 
bringing him to action, is deserving of high commenda-| vering industry with the greatest sagacity ; the most 
tion. affable and courteous demeanor, with the most dignified 

The triumph of success cannot lessen the regret which | resolution and firmness of purpose ; his purity of charac- 
must be felt by allfor the loss of the many valuable lives, | ter as a man, his integrity aud usefulness as a citizen, 
and the severe suffering by wounds which unavoidably | his high professional attainments, and honorable and dis- 
attend a military achievement. ‘The fall of Lieutenant | tinguished carcer as an advocate, endeared him to the 
Colonel Thompson, of the-6th Infantry, Captain Van | community in which he lived. 

Swearingen, and Lieutenants Brooke and Ceuter, of the GENERAL ORDER. 
Regular Army, and Colonel Gentry, of the Missouri New York SratTe Society or tHe Ciscinnati, 
Volunteers, is sincerely deplored. S93 | February 13, 1838. 

To Colone! Taylor and the officers, non-commissioned | ‘The President announces to the Society, with extreme 
officers, and troops of the Regular Army, the Secretary | regret, the death of their much esteemed Secretary, Col. 
of War tenders the thanks of the President of the United | Gyartes Granam, which took place last night at 10 
States, for the discipline and bravery displayed by them | o’¢lock, 
on the occasion ; as, likewise, to the officersand Volun-| ©o}. Graham entered the Society by virtue of the 
teers of Missouri, who shared in the conflict, and who | right of his uncle Charles Graham, who had been aCap- 
evinced so much zeal and gallantry in bri: ging on the! tain in the Ariny of the Revolution, and had distinguish- 
action. ed himself in many hard-fought battles. Col. ipochow’s 

By orper OF ALEXANDER Macoms, father, John Graham, also served in the Revolutionary 
Major Gen. Com’g in Chief : ‘ Army as an Aid-de-Camp to Governor Clinton, and also 

J. N. MACOMB, Ass’t. Adj. Gen. | as a voluntcer Aid to General Washington at the battle of 

. White Plains. In consequence of his residence in the 
SPECIAL ORDER. country, he released to his son his claim to succeed his 

Lieut. Col. A. Cummings, 2d Inf. to report to General | brother as a member of the Society. 

Brady at Deiroit. Col. Graham was elected a member of the Society en 
RESIGN ATION. the llth day of August, 1818, and was appointed its Sec- 

Captain Johu Graham, 2d Dragoons, 28 Jan. 1838. | retary on the 4th of July, 1526. He served during the 
—-s = last war with Great Britain as Inspeetor of the Brigade 
NAVY- commanded by Gen. Jonas Mapes, and was frequently 

consulted by Governor Tompkins during his command in 




















ORDERS. this district. After the close of the war, he was ap- 

Feb. 16—Comm’r H, Paulding, to command of ship | pointed io the command of the 125th Regiment of State 
Levant. Infantry. 

Asst. Sur. R. Wooodworth, ship Levant. Col. Graham had the interest of the Society much at 

Purser B. F. Hart, do. heart, and was an active and efficient officer of it, and his 

Boatswain V. R. Hall, do. loss will be severely felt and greatly lamented by the 


P. Mid. O. H. Perry, Washington, on Coast Survey | Society as well as the community at large. 
duty. The members of the Socicty are requested to wear 
19—Prof. A.G Pendleton, stip John Adams. the usual badge of mourning for 30 days, and to attend 
Carpenter F, Cecil, ship Levant. the funeral of their deceased brother from his late resi- 
Salmaker G. D. Blackford, do. dence, No. 343 Broadway, on Wednesday, the 14th in- 
P. Mid, G. J. Wyche, W. I. Squadron. stant, at 4 o’clock, P. M. 
P. Mid. G. L. Selden, detd. trom ship Erie. By onpEr oF GENERAL MorGan Lewis, President, 
Lieut. Geo. Hurst, Recg. ship, Boston. AstHosxy Lams, Secretary pro. tem. 
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